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SUPPLEMENTAL MEMORIAL 
Or 
THE FREE TRADE CONVENTION. 
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yo the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States, in Congiess assembled : 

The undersigned, members of a Committee appointed to prepare 
od present to Congress a Memorial on the subject of the Protecting 
ystem, beg leave to present the following views, in addition to those 
resented by the Chairman of that Committee. We do notclaim to repre- 
ut the Commitiee, nor do we suppose it to be within our power to 
dd to, or improve, the clear and masterly argument on the general 


mudject, of the able and distinguished statesman who drafted the Me- 


rial. But, as individual members of the Committee, for the avoid- 
ig of misconceptions, and on behalf of the particular sections of the 
ountry in which we reside, aud which we have in some sort repre- 
ented, we ask permission to explain our own views on a few particu- 
rtopics. We most fully approve of the several propositions which 
vm the basis of the Memorial, and, with one or two slight exceptions, 
re rather supplementary than contradictory to those contained in that 
ocaument. 

The Memorial assumes that the sur necessary to be raised for the 
rdimary expenses of Government, will, after the Public Debt shall 
ave been paid off, and the protecting duties ultimately reduced, 
mount to about thirteen millions of dollars; that it may be necessary 
9 raise this amount by customs; and the views and calculations of the 
lemorial, are founded on the supposition that duties averaging twenty 
er centum, and admitting discriminations to the amount of twenty- 
ive per centum, may be necessary for this purpose. 

The estimate of thirteen millions for the ordinary expenses ef Go- 
erument, is founded on a calculation of the average expenditure for 

veral years past. On this subject, permit us to suggest that these 
ave been years of very high expenditure. More than three millions 
i this amount have been applied to fortifications, the gradual increase | 
{ the navy, Revolutionary pensions, and internal improversents. In 
ne nature of things, most of the sources of expense must gradually dimi- 
ish; and, with respect to the policy of others, public opinion is divided. It. 
‘contemplated that the redaction of protecting duties, and consequently 
f revenue, shall be gradual. ft is fair to calculate that they will be 
ery much diminished before the ultimate reduction of duties. The 
ther current expenses of the Government seem to be provided for on a 
ulficiently liberal scale. 

The Memorial does pot take into calculation the revenue derived 
rom the public lands, from the Bank, and other incidental sources. | 
‘he undersigned beg leave to say, for themselves, that they have not 
usidered it to come within the views of the Convention, or of the 
ommittee, to make any suggestion whatever to your honorable body, 
a the subject of the public lands. Assuming that the revenue from 
sources is to coutinue, it cannot be necessary to raise more than 
ne, Or, at al the utmost, ten millions by the customs. By the Report 
bf the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, it appears that the income from these | 

urces has amounted, for the two past years, to about three millions, 
ad he estimates it forthe present year at three millions six hundred | 
thousand dollars. 

if the future average of imported goods, paying duties and consam- 
d in the United States, be estimated at fifty-seven and a half millions, | 
hich the Memorial supposes to have been the average of the last six 
ears, then an aveiage duty of about seventeen per cent. would be ne- | 
essary to raise a revenue of ten millions. We beg leave to suggest, 
however, that the average of future years will certainly be greater than 
he past. Jt appears, taking an average of imports from 1221 to 1825_ 
uclusive, aud again from 1526 to 1830, that, during the whole period | 
{ten years, there has been a gradual increase of imports for consump- 
on of about one percent. per annum. We submit, however, as a 
propesition scarcely disputable, that the rate of increase must have been 
uch retarded by the successive great increase of duties by the Acts 
(1824 and 1823. Under any permanent svstem of duties which | 
does not effect an exclusion of foreign commodities, there must be an | 
acreasy of importation with the increasing population and labor of the | 
‘ountry; and if the present rate of duties were to continue, it might be | 
tpected that importation would increase more rapidly than daring the | 

nod referred to. This increase may not be in the ratio of the increase of 
population, though, if the same relative proportion of labor should con- 
inge to be applied to the production of commodities for exportation, and 
dose prodacts should be of the like exchangeable value, this would seem 

» be the natural result. Yet we suppose that, as the country becomes 
‘ore populous, a larger portion of its labor may be applied to the produc- 
hon of commodities for the home market, and that the value of exports 

ay depreciate. ‘I'o what extent these causes may retard the increase 

f exports, and prevent its keeping pace with the increase of popula- 
“on, it is impossible to say. ‘They operate gradually and slowly. 

We submit, however, that the rate of increase of imports is likely to 
‘ucrease more rapidly in consequence of a great reduction of duties. 
Chis increase it may be impossible to estimate with accuracy, but, on 
ad reason and experience, it must be very great. From 1791 to 1808, 
4 period during which there were very low duties, it appears that im- 
ports, estimated according to the amonnt of duties paid into the Trea- 
“ury, increased at the annual rate of ten per cent. This result is obtained 
y taking an average of three periods of six years each, from 1791 to 
1796, from 1797 to 1801, and from 180] to 1808; the average income 
ftom duties being, for the first period, $4,792,560; for the second, 
33,922,634; and for the third, $13,565,206. Daring this period, however, 
there was an immeuse extension of the carrying trade, and of the 
cultvation of cotton; nor do we eran that foreign commerce would 
increase so rapidly ander a system of low duties iu future. The pro- 
daction of commodities for exportation would, however, be stimulated 
by the cheapness of foreign commodities; and the profits of com- 
merce, and the amount of freights icable te the purchase of fo- 
reigu commodities, would be likewise mereased. Im would thas 
tease somewhat beyond the rate of exported ucts. The pre- 
vention of smuggling, too, which would be the effect of low duties, is, 
meg not unworthy of consideration as tending to increase im- 


If the reduction of duties should have the effect of preventing the 
dvunden OY cpt aad lobes to other employments in future, it would 
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‘of the country would be employed in producing commodities for fo- 


, how. 


_ for the cotton. 


diminished by a reduction of duty, the consumption of American cot- 


] , - 
mand for foreign manufactures. We speak not now of the 


reign exportation, and, consequently, that the production of these com- 
modities would exceed the ratio of the mcrease of population. It 1s 
aud this temporary excitement of our com- | 
commerce. Considering the increase of imports in the nataral course | 
of things, and the accelerated increase which must be the effect of a | 
great reduction of duties, the undersigned submit whether it can be 


fur the ordinary expenses of Government. 
In eddition to what is said in the Memorial on the subject of the en- 
couragement given to the prodactions of agriculture by the Protecting | 
System, we beg leave to make some remarks as explanatory of our 
for the great staple. cotton. If there be in reality any extension of the | 
market, caused by the introduction of manufactures, it must be a mar- | 
ket sustained at the expense of the planters themselves, and at an ex- | 
pense, too, which is much greater than the additional price which can | 
possibly be procured for cotton. 
In this respect, it bears an exact analogy to the merchant who pays | 
his purchasers, to purchase his goods, more than tne profit he should make | 
on them; or may be aptly compared to the institution of a standing army 
whenthe nation does not require one, which will be sure to inerease the | 
demand for agricultural products, but at a cost to the farmer which will | 
make him look on it as a curse to his country. 
If we examine into this increase of market, it will be found so in- | 
considerable, so inefficient in its operation, especially when set off | 
against the gradual loss of market in Europe, which will, in all proba- | 
bility, ensue, that it is entirely unworthy of the vast efforts which have 
been made to establish it. For before the American System was car- 
ried to the extent to which it is now pushed, our cotton fabrics were | 
imported from Great Britain, and consumed in larger quantities than | 
they would have been if made in the United States, in consequence 
of greater cheapness. The greater portion of these cotton goods were | 
made with American cotton ; is it not evident, then, that if we produce 
these fabrics in the United States, England will afford a less market | 
than formerly, to the amount, at least, of that portion of cotton which | 
she manufactures for us? It is thus certain, that if all the cotton goods 
consumed in the United States had been made of American cotton, | 
the market for cotton goods would, most undoubtedly, have been les- | 
sened by the establishment of domestic manufactures. Cotton goods, | 
cheap as they now are, would have beom cheaper still if furnished us 
from abroad,: and, consequently, a larger quantity woald have been | 
cousumed, making the market for the raw material more extensive than 


So far as cotton fabrics can be manufactared and sold more cheaply | 
in the United States, independently of protecting duties, we do not | 
deny that those manufactures afford an additional and better market | 
But it is of the effect of the Protecting System that we | 
now inquire. If all the cotton manufactured in the United States | 
covld be manufactared more cheaply abroad, and sold more cheaply | 
here, after paying the costs of transportation and duties for revenue, | 
then it is certain that the market for cotton is injured in consequence 

of forcing mauufactures by means of protecting duties. Certainly all | 
versons whose incomes are independent of manufactares and protect- | 
‘ng duties, would be able, in consequence of obtaining them more 
cheaply, to purchase a greater quantity of cotton fabries than they now 
can. If there be a class of persons in the manufacturing districts, or 
connected with manufactures, who are enabled to purchase cotton fabrics 
which they would not otherwise be able to purchase, there would be 4 pre- 
cisely similar class of persons, conuected with the European manufac- 
tures, which our increased demand would call into existeuce. Though the 
aggregate of cotton fabrics consumed in the United States should be 


' 


ton would be increased. Certainly there would be an increased de- 
mand for American cotton proportioned to the increased American de- 
licy or patri- 
otism of affording employment, and the means of consaming. to foreign 
labor, rather than to American. ‘The inquiry is as to the market for 
Ametican cotton, und it seems to us that the Protecting System affords 
no new or additional market, but only sabstitates a more limited and 
inferior, for a more extensive and better one. ae 
If the amount of imports sabject to duty should, within a few years, 
increase to eighty millions, as may very reasonably be expected, then 
an average duty of twenty per cent. ad valorem, as suggested by the 
Memorial, would produce a revenue of sixteen millions, which, added 
to the incidental revenue from other sources, would make an income of 
at least nineteen millions. If imports should increase to one handred 
millions, there would be a revenue of at least twenty-three millions. So 
great a surplus of revenue would seem to be attended with the most serious 
and alarming evils. Should the Government undertake to expend so 
large a sum, then what a scramble will we witness among the several 
sections of our community for their respective portions! ¥ ‘hat scenes 
of confusion, intrigue, and dishonesty, will we every year witness at 
the Seat of Government! What total annihilation of State power and 
influence, and what entire dependence on the General Government! 
And can we expect, from a Government constituted like ours, a fair 
and equal disbursement of the revenue’? Certainly not. The great 
principle of haman nature must be entirely eradicated, and the charac- 
ter of man undergo a total change, before we can calculate on a result 
so completely at war with fact and experience. ' 
If large surplus revenues mast be spent, let the States raise and dis- 
burse them ; for their Governments understand local interests infinitely 
better than the Federal Government. And, besides, there is not the 
same temptation to those ‘odious combinations and compromises 
among a few of the great interests, for the prostration of the remain- 
der. Bat surely no argument is required to prove that the money 
which is not requisite for the public exigencies, ought to be left in the 
pockets of the people; for they, and they alone, have a right to it, 
when not required for necessary public expenditures; and, besides, 
each individual: understands his trae interests, and is disposed to 
pursue them, better than either the State or Federal Governments. 
re is not even any preconcerted plan of distribution which can 
remedy the fearful evils uent on the disposal of redundant re- 
venue. There is no plan which can prevent the alarming concentra- 
tion of power in the ederal Government, and the dependence and 
of the State Governments, which will be sure to result from 
us anunal accumulation in the Treasury. Not to speak of the 


posed to exercise that watchfulness over the proceedings of the federal 
functionaries, in relation to the financial concerns, which al] history 


_and experience have proved to be so indispensable, both to the attain- 
certain that some temporary causes would occasion a great increase of | 
| importation for some years ; | 
| mercial intercourse, would tend to the enlargement of our permanent | 


ment and preservation of liberty. When the monarch has called upon 
his subjects for money, they, in turn, have called upon him for more 
liberty, and he could not resist the call when made under such circum- 
stances. If the monarchs of Europe, by some covert means, like a 
restrictive policy, could have procured, unseen and uncalled for, ali the 
money which was required for their lavish and magnificient expendi- 


considered doubtful that average duties of twelve and a half, or, at the | tures, perhaps not one country in Europe could ever have been revolu- 
| utmost, fifteen per centum, would produce a revenue amply sufhcient | ionized. Those glorious struggles, which are the theme of praise on 
| every lip, would never have been heard of, and a dark aud silent des- 


potism would reign in every country in Europe. 
We may be permitted to suggest that the Government can never be 


embarrassed by an occasional delicit of revenue ; less perhaps, than by 
own views in relation to the additional market supposed to be afforded | even an occasional surplus. 


The credit of the Government would, at 
all times, answer the purposes of inoney. ‘This credit would be forti- 
fied by the wise and wholesome parsimony of restricting expenditure 
to necessary objects, and leaving in the hands of the people, to be im- 
proved by them, the resources which the Government could, at any 
time, command. ‘The deficit of one year might be supplied without 
disadvantage in the next; but that a surplus should be unemployed in 
the Treasury, would be a loss to the community. 

From what has been said, it will be perceived that we concur very 
fully in the suggestion of the Memorial, that the average duty actnally 
required, would fall far short of twenty per cent. ‘The Memorial re- 


| fers to twenty-five per centum, as the highest duty which should, in 


any case, be allowed. ‘The undersigned, for avoiding misconceptions, 
beg leave respectfally to suggest that they do not understand the Me- 
morial to adniit, that, if a lower average of duty than twenty per cent. 
should be found sufficient, a diecrimimation should be still made to the 
extent of twenty-five per centum, and that this discrimination should 
be imposed in favor of protected articles. 

Thus understood, if an average duty of twelve and half per centum 


‘should be found sufficient, there would be a double duty in favor of 


protected articles. Such a construction would be a departure from one 
of the principles which form the basis of the Memorial; tha: daties 
shall be ultimately equalized, so that the duty on any article shall not 
vary materially from the general average rate of all the duties to- 
gether. 

It appears, from the Report of the Secretary of the Treasury, that 
the revenue derived from the articles most highly protected, wool, wool- 
lens, cottons, hemp, salt, iron, and sugar, amounied, during the past 
year, to about nine millions. Perhaps it may be found thata duty of 
twenty-five per cent. will be more productive of revenue than the pre- 
sent high duties. Under the Tariff of 1516, the duty on woollens, 
which was fixed at twenty-five per centum, was found to be much 
more productive than the present high impost has proved. If this 
should prove to be the fact with respect to the other protected articles, 
which there seems no good reason to doubt, then, by a duty of twenty- 
five per cent. on these articles alone, all and more than al! the revenue 
may be raised which is required to be raised for customs. This woald 
render the duties on wines, teas, coffee, and other articles of luxary, un- 
necessary, and would be a departure from the views of the Memorial, 


| which prays that those articles may be subject to about an average 


rate of taxation. 

If such a discrimination should be allowed, although the aggregate 

burdens of the community might be diminished, that inequality of op- 
eration on the different classes of the community and sections of the 
country, which has excited so much odium and discontent, world be 
aggravated. And let it be remarked, that, if the necessary freight, 
charges, and profit, on importing foreign merchandise, »mouut, as they 
have been estimated to do by those most competent to judge, to fifteen 
per cent. on the value, thena duty of fifteen per cent. will afford the 
manufacturer a protection of thirty per cent. Whether the conntry 
can be raat lk as atall prepared for manufactures whieh cannot be 
successfully prosecuted with a protection of this extent. is submitted to 
the wisdom and justice of yorr honorable body. Perhaps the foreign 
nations, among whom Restrictive Systems are said to obtain, do not 
afford protection so efficient as our manufactures would receive from 
the natural situation of the country, and the wants of the Government 
for revenue. 
The Memorial states, “ it is well known to your honorable body 
that the Tariff System is believed to be unconstitutional by a nu- 
merous and respectable portion of the American People, including, 
probably, a majority of the people of the Southern States.” From op- 
portunities of intimate knowledge and full imformation, which were 
not enjoyed by the gentleman who drafted the Memorial, we are able 
to state, that, among the people of the Seuthern States, extending from 
the Potomac to the Mississippi, (with the exception of a minor portion 
of one of these States,) there is as near an approach to unanimi- 
ty of opinion with respect to the unconstitutionality of the Protecting 
System, as can ever be expected to exist on any political subject. We 
submit, with the deference which becomes us, whether an opinion thus 
widely diffused and deeply rooted, independently of any supposition of 
its truth or error, does not deserve the utimost serious consideration of 
your honorable body. The strongest Governments have found it wise, 
and sometimes necessary, to concede much, even to the prejudicies of 
a considerable portion of their subjects, especially if these prejudices 
relate to matters which are supposed to appertain to right and justice. 
If the people entertaining them are intellgent, if they are otherwise 
loyal, and deeply devoted to the Government, it would seem that they 
ate entitled to still more consideration. A distinguished British states- 
man and political philosopher remarked, with respeet to the people of 
the then American colonies, that a free Government, for practical 
purposes, is what the people think such. That the people of the 
Southern States are not unintelligent in relation to their political con- 
cerns, we believe will be admitted ; of their ardent attachment to the 
Federal Government and Union, we think they have always given 
proof ; and it is in oar power to assure your honorable we Ba the 
opinion is deeply and indelibly impre upon them, that system 
im question is unjust, and in viglation of their most valuable constita- 
tional rights. 

There are many who conscientionsly believe that the majarity ought 
rarely, if ever, to change its policy at the instance of a minority ; that, 
by doing so, it sacrifices its rights and privileges, and teaches the mino- 
rity the dangerous art of thwarting the course of the dominant party, 
here its measares. We shall not, in this exposition, enter into 

theory of Government, and the mode of its formation ; nor shall we 
inquire, whether, in an i nation, the rule of a majority is 
founded on convention, or 








follow that an increased proportion of the annual accession to the labor 
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evils of raising masses of money by means whose operation is 
Lrasteued tedioetetn and who, consequently, would not be dis- 
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endeavor to show, from its very nature, that majorities in our national 
councils ought well to weigh the interest of minorities, and frequently, 
in the spirit of compromise, to recede from their measures, When con- 
sidered by the minorities grievous and unjust. 

The Federal Union was formed by States with Governments already 
orgauized and in full operation; and as, by the great law of nature, 


one sovereign State is considered equal to another, each State was of 
equal weight in the formation of our confederacy. 50 that our Gene- 


(Gjoverument was not an emination from a majority of the people at 
e United States. Sut a creature of the States themselves. In the 


tages of the law, ‘enact it against those who suffer all the evil? Let us 
look to the passage of the ‘Tariff in 1628. and see whether some serous 
objections may not be urged against it upon this ground. 

“On the final question in the House of Represgntatives, all the 
Members from the Southern States, (Virginia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, and Georgia, ) voted against the-bill, except three Members from 
Virginia, and three others from that State who were absent. All the Mem- 
bers from the Southwestern States, (Tenn., Alabama, Mississipp!, and 
Louisiana,) voted against the bill. All the members from the Western 
States, (Kentucky,Ohio, Indiana, Linois and Missouri, ) voted for the bill, 
except one from Missouri, who voted against it, and one from Ohno, 
absent from imdisposition. Of the Delegations of the Middle States, 


for the bill, and eleven against it. Seven were absent on the final 
question, and there was ove vacancy from death. Of the eleven dis- 
sentients, five were from Maryland, and six represented commercial 
districts in New York. ‘The Delegations of Pennsylvania, New Jer- 
sey, and Delaware, whether absent or present, were unanimously for 
the bill. Only one of the Delegates from Maryland voted for the bill ; 
| but it is believed that three who were absent approved of the principle, 
| and only objected to the details. Maryland lying between Virginia 
and Pennsylvania, is naturally divided on every sectional question. 
The New England Delegation stood fifteen for the bill, and twenty- 
eight against it. They bought forward the measure, and then op- 
»osed its adoption, because it did not take exactly the form most condu- 





icive to their sectional interests.”’ 


Can any thing better prove, than the votes on this important occa- 
sion, that this was purely a question of compromise and sectional inte- 
rests, and that the interests of the minority were wholly disregarded? 
And what can have a more certaiv tendency to corrupt and overthrow 
ow justitutions, than the exercise of such wresponsible power against the 


dearest rights and mterests of the minority? It was the exercise of 








coustruction of the Government, however, the various interests of the 
Union seem to have been well understood, and in the spirit of Compro- 
mise. each had its due weight assigned to it. Our] ederal Govern- 
ment, it will readily be conceded on all hands, was intended as a bond 
of wi n. and a supervisor ol those great interests, national in their ex- 
nt and importance, and which the local Governments, from their 
mited enheres. could not <o well attend to; while the State Govern- 
ments were wisely Jeft, except im a few instances, to manage the focal 
interests of States. Hence, from the very theory of our Government 
so differen others. the General Government should guard 
against n: and beware, as much as possible, of that kind of 
legis! n which tampers, beyond the limits of necessity, with the 
‘ : sts of lhe community, someuines arraying the one ugainst 
i} ce who would conten 1 for the perseverance of the ma- 

se, the affairs of the nation are administered by ofbcers 

. people, and re sponsible 10 them, and, cols quently . the 

! be likely to err for any length of ume. ‘To this we 

lat a Government col stituted ke our Federal Government, 

may s be expected to be vicious in its legislation, when directed 

: ts bearing upon the local and conflicting interests of the coun- 
irs i reason is ‘obvi wus, on the slightest reflection. Such a Go- 
ve nt, when exercised over so great an extent of country as ours, 
can never he expected to uuderstand the local mterests throughout 
. ity well to Jegislate for them. Wath the best intentions, there- 
j yutd ev havea fertile source of blunder and error in the 

iL vd emediable iwnorance ol local ypterests, gut the Go- 
vernment v | be likely to be vicious in its legislation, even if it un- 
derst nierests TT consequence ol the high temptation which 
Wo held out to some of those interests to combine and make | 

mu cause, until a majority is formed, and then to proceed to the | 

ppression of the minority. , 

In proporuon to the « xte nt of ¢ miry, is, gene;r lly Sp aking, the 
(iy nd collision of interest, and where there is diversity of inte- 

ests ere will be compromises and combinations among some of 
Utne til the impedunents to action are oveithrown ; and then to | 
thus forming a majority, that they will be governed by mo- | 

\ “ nal aggrandizement, would be to doubt the operation of the 
most universal motive-spring to action implauted im the breast of | 
nan, Which, however uncertain, We nay suppose it to be when operat- 

g on individuals, never fails to exercise tts influence on multitudes 
or communities. Thus it is, that self-interest stimulates the majority 
lo iurtuer its weilare, by partial legisiavion, at the expense of the m- 

Vj Ps are ilm always ! cht, we are very re ady to concede, 
whe rthey have no immediate peculiar interests in opposition to 
thos ninorities; but when such conflicting interests do exist, surely | 
he must rnorant of the principles of humen nature who would 
eout rt niallibility of their measures. And here we wish not 
tov i lerstood as imapati yr evil motives to the great masses of people | 
‘ sing : Fe | mal mnajyorilie Ss; when they act wrongly, ley 
may perfect! yest and conscientious in their course ; their preju- 
dices may be honestly generated through the influence of self-interest. 
The great mass of mankind is almost always honest, however erroneous 
ts jadgments may be, or however wicked the leaders are who contri- 

to their misguidance. It is bv no means necessary that we should 
inp fist mesty to the people fo mamtain the argument. 

in a Government, then, Whose action is felt through so wide a terri- 

ry that of the Federal Government, and which may be made to 
perate On so many conflicting interests, and, consequently, labors un- 
der so many and constant ten piations to partial legislation, surely it 

tri! e linproper that the m jporily should be exceedingly cautious 
m us action, and should sometimes consent to a repeal of its acts, 
wien udg d by a large and respec t ible minority to be suby ersive of 
ts rights and interests. 

Let us look now a moment to our Tarifi, and see whether it be not 
obnoxious to some of those objections which we have described. And 
we bi we may, withont fear ot coutradiction, assert, that there ts 
sctuceiy one single article in the whole catalogue of protected commo- 


dities, which would have received protection singly and unconnected- 
rf 


y with every other; and why ts this the case’? Because every article 
protected, is a taxon every section of the community not engaged 
in its production; and atax which each section is unwilling to bear, 
unless itcan receive its equivalent. 


; 
‘ 


The sphere of protes 


jon has, therefore, been enlarged merely with a 
y IeW ‘ 


f adding strength to the party; and the interaal improvement 
interest, for the same reason, has been admitted into the coalition—an 
interest Which has no natural alliance for, or atlinity to, the Taiff—but 
the two are brought together, and harmonize, only from the cir- 
» of their common dependance on the Government, and 
the necessity of their union to secure a majority in the national 
cout 

Now let us, for a moment, cast a glance at the various portions of the 
Union, while this compromise is going forward. We behold an exten- 
sive district of country stretching along the Atlantic frontier, from the 
Chesapeake almost to the Gulf of Mexico, wholly excluded from the 
compromise. Blessed with geniality of clime, fertility of soil, and ad- 
vantage of position, it asks for no protection. It produces corn, wheat, 


, ’ 


cumstance ( 


ius 





dobaceo, rice, and coton, as cheap as any nation on the globe can rear 
them ; and to ofier this extensive coantry protection as an indemnity for | 


wosses SUs! uned by ihe \merican Sy stem. wonld seen lo be udding in- 


lignity toujury. Thus it is unpossible that this section can escape from 
the tax unposed by protection; it can take no part of the bounty. It loses 
) the protection of woollens, cotton, hemp.and iron, salt, &c., and gains | 
not one single tem. The lavish expenditures on internal improve- 
ment have scarcely reached it. | 
Again: there are the navigating and commercial interests—interests 
“which every American may jastly feel prond—which have been | 
rrested in their rapid growth by the blighting influence of the Tariff. | 
iny one wonder, then, when coutemplating this state of things, | 
nat discontent and marmur should arise’? that the minority should be | 
mdignant at this treatment of a sectional majority? Can any liberal 
mem such a majority, with these before him, say that the miajo- | 
ritv should unyeildingly persevere in its course ? 
But «here is another view of this subject which we think may well | 


be presented to the serious consideration of the majority. 


hl ° ' 
[wo of the | 
most salutary chec! 


which can be exerted on Governments, are the re- 
spousibiity of the Representative to his constituent, and his subjection 
to all tue evil as well as Lie good consequences ot hus acts. Now, ina 
(;overnment tot the United States, when its action operates 


n> 


i ae tia 





on the contlcting interests of the community, the first of these checks, 
istead of operating advantageously to the minority, may be produe- | 
ve of the very evil complained of, and the second may cease to speak. | 

‘Thus the responsibility of the representative causes him to shield | 


himself nuder the well kuown wishes of the constituent. The greater | 
the oppression of the minority, the greater, temporarily at least, the gains of | 
the majoriiy; and, consequently, through the infallibie medium of self-in- | 
rerost, the greater the temptation to partial and unjust legislation. And, | 
tus, you have the law passed by the sectional majority, upon whom it | 
operates favorably; in fact, the more favorably the more unjust it may | 
he, and without, vea, directly contrary to, the voice of those upon whom 
‘acts unfavorably: and where can vou find irresponsible power more | 
completely exercised than here, where those who reap all the advan- 


lution and consequent downfall of this empire ! 


| pose it must be understood to be restricted, to acts within the limits of 
‘their constitutional powers. 


earth 
remotes 


+ 
. 


countries of the known world: and what produced the disso 


ae 


Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylvania, and New York,) filty-six voted | ing the interpositionof Congress in the matter. 
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; 
} 
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thus: asthe whole population of the Union is to the number assume; 
for the House of Representatives, (say 240,) so is the population of 
each State to her share of the Members of that House. On this prin. 
ciple, the factions would not be unjustly affected in any State, and he 
cared nor Wether they were taken into consideration or not. | 

Afier autlprizing the printing of certain calculations, the Senate af 
journed., 


HOUSE.—No business was acted upon with the exception of ; 
memorial presetted by Mr. ADAMS, from various citizens of Ney 
York, setting forty the circumstances of the trial, conviction, and ig. 
prisonment of the wo Missionaries in the State of Georgia, and pray 
A discussion ensued 
which, after the rejeetion of a motion to lay the memorial on the tab 
by a vote of Ayes 92—Noes 91, was continued until nearly 5 o'clock 
when it was referred to a Committee of the Whole on the state of th 
Union, Ayes 96—Noes 93. The extreme length and interest of th 
debate preclude the insertiot to-day of even a slight sketeh of it. 





Tursmy, Marcu 6, 1232. 
SENATE.—The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. SMITH 
directing the Committee on the District of Colambia to inquire in! 
the expedicucy of prohibiting the issuing of bank notes of a less ¢ 


| homination than five dollars in said District, was considered ap) 
| agreed Lo. 


| vor of the bill, the other gentlemen against it. 
' journed, 


irresponsible power which broke into fragments the great nations of the | 
| ~ 
Look lo Rome. whose conquering eagles overshadowed the | 


was the exercise | 


of irresponsible power. The governors of the provinces were not re- | 


sponsible to the people over which they ruled, and their tyranny was 
intolerable. 

What but the exercise of the same kind of irresponsible power 
caused the emancipation of the United States? 
deny the right of the British Parliameut to tax them, unless through 
the medium of their owif responsible Representatives; and even if a 


small representation had been allowed them in the British Parliament, | 


/ ances to Indians who were hostile to the United States during thea lat: 
still they would have been entively unprotected on all subjects relating 


to conflicting interests between the coionies and the mother country, 


fur their representation would ever have been ina minority ’ 
Are not these circumstances, then, well worthy of the gravest con- 


sideration of the majority, and sufficient to make it pause in its career ! 
Do they not open to our view the very exposed condition of minorities | 


in our country, and the absolute necessity for the utmost forbearance 
and circumspection on the part of majoriues A majority in our 
country, no matter when and how formed, should ever bear those 
things ib mind, and recollect tial there are some features in the abso- 
lute rule of a majority, even worse than the power of a monarch or an 
aristocracy. In the first place, a sectional majority is impervious 
to the public opinion of the minority; then the majority and minority 


are permanent, and, consequently, there is no hope of relief for the latter; 
and lastly, majorities are peculiarly liable to be governed by narrow and 
) selfish considerations. 


We concur in the sentiment of the Memorial respecting the duty of 
acquiescence in the will of the majority, if it be restricted, as we su p- 


It does not derogate from a majority, or 
from any earthly power, to,suppose them lable to err. It is the cond 
tion of humanity. Men err trom ignorance and weakness, and are 
misled by their interests and their passions; and no passion more uni- 
versally actuates men, than the desire of power, and to free themselves 
from the restrictions which limit its exertions. 4f, when an Act sup- 
posed by a party of the people to be unconstitutional, has once passed, 
vpposition to it must cease, then usurpation is consecrated by the very 
luct of having been committed. Divine right is to be attributed neither 
to kings nor majorities. 

The sentiment of passive obedience has been thought to degrade the 
subjects of amonarch; it is still less becoming an American freeman, 
and would be ill addressed to an American Congress. We agree that 
such opposition should be made by the most peacefal and constitutional 
means, and we hope and believe that the forms of a free and popular 
Constitution will always afford a remedy when there is just cause to 
complain of abuse or usurpation of power. 

We beg the indulgent consideration of your honorable body to the 
views We have thus submitted. 

WILLIAM UARPER, for himself and 
THOMAS R. DEW. 





PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS. 
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Sarurpay, Marca 3, 

SENATE did not sit to day. 

HOUSE.—Mr. McCARTY, after stating that, on the last petition 
day, he was unavoidably confined to his apartment by indisposition, 
presented, by consent, the following memorials. 

A memorial of the General Assembly of Indiana, asking a donation 
to improve the navigation of the Wabash and White rivers; committed 
io the Committee on Internal Improvements. 

A memorial of the General Assembly of the State of Indiana, ask- 
ing a grant of lands for the constraction of a canal to connect the wa- 
ters.of the Wabash and White rivers; referred to the Committee on 
luternal Improvements. 

A memorial asking a grantof land for a road from St. Joseph's 
to the Ohio state line ; referred to the Committee on Internal Improve- 
ments. 

A memorial of the General Assembly of Indiana, asking a cession 
from the United States of all the unsold and uhappropriated public 
lands in said State, upon the most favorable terms, subject to the ratifi- 


| cation or rejection of the said Siate, the proceeds to be applied to ob- 


jecis of internal improvements and education; referred w the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

The House. on motion of Mr. CARSON, resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole, Mr. SPEIGHT in the Chair, on the bill to 
compensate Mrs. Decatur, and others. 





Mowrpay. Maren 5, 1832. 


SENATE.—On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the Apportionment 
Bill was takeu ap, the amendment submitted by that gentleman bein 
under consideration. A debate ensued, in which Messrs, WEBSTER, 
MARCY, CLAYTON, FOOT, and BLBB took part. 

Mr. CLAYTON opposed the bill as unjust and unequal in its opera- 
tions, and contrary to the spirit of the Constitution. He assumed that 
the practice, hitherto, of fixing the number of Representatives by an 
arbitrary ratio, had been founded on erroneous principles, and had o 
erated unjustly towards the smaller States ; and that the only fair mm 
of apportionment would be, to assume any given number of Members 
for the House of Remesentatives to consist of, and then to calculate, 
by the rule of three, the namber of Representatives of each State, in 
proportion to its population compared with that of the whole Union, 


; 
eee 


Did not the colonies | 


| 
} 


| 


— 








The Apportionment Bill was taken up, and debated by Messrs 
CLAYTON, TAZEWELL, and EWING: Mr. TAZEWELL in & 
Before the Senate ad 
Mr. WEBSTER withdrew the amendment he submity 
some days ago, and offered the following resolation as a substitute 
"That the House of Representatives shall be composed of such ; 
number of Members chosen within each State, as shall bear to the re. 
presentative population of such State, the same proportion as the num. 
ber two hundred and fitty-six bears to the whole representative pope. 
ation of the Unned States; and of one additional member to every Stay 
in which the addition of such member will bring its number of Repr 
sentatives nearer to its exact proportion than the omission of such ad 
ditional member: the said aumber of Representatives in any State no 
exceeding one for every thirty thousand persons.” 


ae 


HOUSE.—Mr. McDUFFIE, from the Committee of Ways anil 


Means, reported a resolution of inquiry into the pensions and allow.B 


war, founded on treaties existing before the war. and not renewed Sunce 
that period, It was laid upon the table for one day, in conformity wit) 
the rule of the House. 


Bank of the United States—The House afterwards resumed th 


consideration of the resolution of Mr. CLAYTON, of Georgia, for th 


appointment of a Select Committee on the affairs of the Bank of th 
United States 

Mr. CLAYTON addressed the House in reply to Mr. McDUFFIE 
and, in support of his resolution, tjli nearly 5 o'clock; when, 

On motion of Mr. ROOT, the House adjourned. 


*. 
0 


Wepsespay, Maren 7, 18 

SENATE.—The resolution submitted by Mr. SPRAGUE, ealling 
on the President for copies of the correspondence between Mr. McLan 
and the British Government, was adopted, after having been so modif- 
ed by the mover as to : 
Colonial trade. 

The Apportionment Bill was taken up; and, Mr. WEBSTER 
having withdrawn the amendment previously offered by him, move: 
another, varying practically from the former, by allowing the State co: 
Maine a Representative for her fraction, and making the whole nuw- 
ber of Representatives 256 ; this amendment he supported in a speeci 
of considerable length. 


») 
~- 


ipply only to the correspondence respecting the 


Mr. FORSYTH moved to strike out that part of the amendmen: 
which allows Reoresentatives for fractions; and. upon this motion, th 
debate was continued. Mr. TAZEWELL. Mr. SPRAGUE. M: 
CLAYTON, taking part therein. 


HOUSE.—The discussion of the resolution for the appointment o 
a Select Committee to examine the affairs of the Bank of the Unitec 
States, was resumed. 

Messrs. ROOT, CRAWFORD, EVANS, of Maine.and BEARDS. 
LEY, severally addressed the House. The former gentleman pro- 
posed as an amendment, that the Select Committee should be choses 
by ballot. 

At four o'clock, Mr. 


BEARDSLEY gave way to a motion for ar 
adjournment. : 





Tavurspay, Marcu 8, 1832. 





SENATE, Mr. DALLAS submitted the following resolution— 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, 'That the Select Committee to whom was referred the me- 
morial of the Stockholders of the Bank of the U. States, have leave to 
cause to be printed, for the use of the Senate, such documents ae tend 
to elucidate the inquiries which they have been instructed to make. by 
resolutions of the Senate. F 

“he following resolution, submitted yesterday, by Mr. BENTON 
was considered and agreed to: 5 

Resolved, ‘That 2,000 copies of the Report of the Select Commit'ee 
of the British House of Commons, on the Salt duties, in June, 1=1* 
(with the minutes of evidence, and without the appendix,) and, also, o! 
the papers from the Board of Trade, on the effects of the salt duties on 
agricuiture, manufactures, the laboring classes, &c., be printed, for the 
use of the Senate. 

The bill to continue the Cumberland Road within the States of Ohio, 
Indiana, and Illinois, was read the second time; and, after a brief ex- 
planation, was ordered to a third reading. 

ipportionment Bill.—The bill to a | 
the several States according to the 
unfinished business. 

The question was on the motion of Mr. FORSYTH, to strike ont 
that portion of Mr. WEBSTER’s amendment which provides for the 
egrets of fractions exceeding a moiety of the ratio. 

A long debate ensued, in which Messrs. CLAYTON, FORSYTH 
sabty NE, FOOT, TAZEWELL. M ARCY, and WEBSTER. a 
Mirt. 

Without taking any que.tion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE. Bank of the United States—The House resumed the 
consideration of the resolation of Mr.CLAYTON, for the appointment 
of a Select Committee to investigate the affairs of the Bauk. 
wee subject was debated by Messrs. BEARDSLEY, ROOT, and 

The amendment of Mr. ROOT, providing that the Committee shall 
be chosen ‘by ballot, was rejected, by the following vote: Yeas 88&— 
Nays 92. 

Mr. IHRIE, before voting, stated to the House, that he had, on for- 
mer occasions, refrained from voting on any questions connected with 
the Bank, from the circumstance of having an interest in that institn- 
tion ; but that now he had divested himself of it, and had no interest, 
direct or indirect, in its concerns. He had thought it due to the House 
to state this before he resumed his privilege as a Member. 

Mr WAYNE then penpenea the following amendment: 

Resolved, That a Select Committee be appointed, to meet in the re- 
cess of Congress, to inspect the books and examine into the 


ings of the Bank of the United States, and to rt, by 
in December next— report, by the 3d Monda 


“oryess the Representatives among 
“itth Census, was taken up, as th 
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Whether any provisions of its Charter have been violated, and parti- From the Camden ( South Carolina ) Journal, . Williamsburg Association — Thos. D. Singleton, Jun., William Wa- 
mitnansn, Sepiilarly such violations of the Charter as may have been made since the [An Anti-Nullification paper. } ties. H. D. Sh Ww, Robert : trong. ae é | 
. Gth day of January, 1519; and also to report, especially, whether the We have luckily had the opportunity of seeing Mr. Hayne’s speech, Lexington Associatwn—Benjawin Hart, H. J. Caughman, Henry - 
a gy ,id Bank has, at any time, and to what amount, issued any bills, notes, through the medium of the Baltimore papers. It is most p Maal A Ag ae Arthur. | ; 
TF pr drafts, to be circulated as currency, contrary to, or evasive of, the pro- | i) saa much to Mr. Hayne’s already distinguished reputation. We yuats om nay vee se lias James ? 
Is prio. -jsj0n8 of its Charter : do net see how the Senate of the United States can withstand the no- Lancaster Asso¢ iation—H. Foster, _ sH. W itherspoon. his 
*, ad be BE whether the said Bank has, directly or indirectly, dealt or traded in |,» appeal thes nai ri tg patriotism, ie tok conne af cient ne Marlborough Association—John Murdo b. Jon., W liam T. Ellerbe. : 
Any thing except bills of exchange, gold or silver bulhon, or 1m the sale and common reason. Mr. Hayne is entirely right ww telling the Senate | Me Matthews Association—K.. r’. act ord, William S. Thompson, 
nate a(.f »f goods really and truly pledged for money lent, and not redeemed in - : ; . |W. L. Lewis, C. H. Goodwyn, T. P. Me Donald. 


that it is a great mistake to suppose the South divided on the Tariff 
Question. ‘The South is not divided—it is almost unanimons in its ha- 
tred of that iniquitous system. It is divided, as our Seuator justly says 
on the remedy—but not at all upon the inequality and injustice of the | 


ine time, or goods which have been the proceeds of its Jauds : 
Whether the said Bank has, at any time, directly or indirectly, charg- 
jor received, for or upon its discounts and loans, from the time the 


The following resolution, proposed by Isaac E. Holmes, Esq. 
was passed unanimously : 
Whereas, the patriotic District of Pendleton. from the ena- 
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- - -: = ae ad ara mea nen more than at the rate of six ” system. As conductor of a paper, as vehement, perh ips, a8 any other, nimity which exists among her sons. Upou the subject of State 
ne [ pentul oT i . ’ nposili { . ? arty . s State ‘take ”) = } ae- . ‘ ' , t . . 

ae aid Ranke h: as : ane lands | 2 OPPO ition to the ultra party of this State, we take upon us to de-| Rivhts, has not deemed it expedient to form an Association, 
nd pray \\V hether the said Bank has had or owned, or has or Owns, any lands, clare unequivocally to the Congress of the United States, that they , } ry ted n this 7 

: ' , eatin . h ons wanisite a ' ; ei deg . , ‘ ' - | apna is, thereiore, e sented upowu this lioor: 

ensued Mmenements, or hereditaments, except such as are requisite for its imme: | Wi find themselves in a most fatal delusion, if they believe the Union "Me “s genet ype = ‘ i —r 
he tabk ppiate accommodation in relation to the cenvenieut transaction of busi- Party of this State in any degree more favorable to the Tariff than the Resolvéd, As an expression of the sentiments entertained by 

° ’ P . ‘ 4 . . . ees . . . S ' : . we . . ‘ . . . _ P ’ a - , ‘ 2 ° 
0 Choe} ess, and such as have been bona fide mv rtgaged to it by way of secu- Nullifers. Thev have hitherto avoided the ridiculousness of itternpting this Convention, of the patriotism and zeal of that District. that 

. " . S ° 4 7 . . s A ‘ ‘ ‘ cat = 7 po , { - v ‘ ’ 1 “ 
e of th ty, OF conveyed to itin satistaction ol debts pres ously contracted in to bullw the mation into an abandonment uf the ‘American Svetem.’ but Col ne; | homas Pinckney L and ( harles { oresw orth Pinckney. 
: : . =e? 1 " ! .* va -q° et oo *) enl i= , ~ . : = , " : ‘ ‘ * . = “ ‘ . e . . . al 
st of the he courst ol its «it alings, or pur ha: ed at salt upon judgm bt: whu h they aré none the less its enemies. \V\ e repeat it. th it. not only South ' ore nlLemens from that District. be invited to take seats upon the 
K. iad mena for such debts. 1 lands of tof bull; Carolina, but all the Southern States, cannot and will not submit to such | floor. 
, also, to report the amount and Nnds OI specie am ot bullonu . , P ‘ 
| a ocd oo a a ae . a system. | Whereupon, the Marshals introduced those gentiemen upon 
imported into the United States, by the Banks; the cost of the same, Los ‘ = : ‘od | 1) 
. . : > : wT ; » ¢ *7 . ’ : 4 sigaus PS. 

MI’ and the arrangements for procuring it; the amount of specie exported , tine BOOr, W — ine area occupied by the Ve egate > 
MITH by the Bank, and for what objects ; and the amounts sold by the Bank Nullification.— Extract from a letter written by General Blair, of the ILis Excellency the Gov ernor, then, as President of the € on- 
ure Inty or a premium, or upon discounted paper, and premium for exporta-|, 7. ee = a oes dee a | vention, opens d the business thereof, by the following Address: 
less & , all , i: South Carolina Delegation in Congress, very recently : . 

SS €¢-Mion; the amounts of specie furnished by the Bank to any department 


red ang 


of Government, and at what premium ; with a report of the amounts 
of specie received or drawn by the Bank from ineorporated Banks in 


“ Nullification can never be our remedy. When we lose all hope of 
a redress of our grievances from Congress, and are compelled to take 





imviting wie 
tinction | recogniz 


tie nile men : | fee!. very sensibly. 1} e honor you have done me. by 


to preside over your deliberations. ‘The sources of this dis- 


a ote eben ol tn aieeee a See: 
Messr: the States, and in the District of Columbia; the amount of bills, notes, the remedy in our own hands, we must pursue the plan I suggested to | oh ibialn umn Ohm @ beatbon character of this assembly, and in the erisis 
‘L in fy or checks, of the State Banks. and of the Banks in the District of Co- the People of Charleston, in my letter of last sammer. A gen ral Coo- VW e have assembieJ veutlem« n, as the Delegates of a patriotic and 
hate ad- MR jumbia, acquired by the Bank of the United States and its Branches— vention of the Seuthern States must be held, and present to Congress loyally deveted people to the Constitution, to devise the best means of 
bmitte, disunguishing the amounts from each, aid the manner the same were | the alternative of giving up the Protective wystein, (as it 1s called, ) or maintaining the reserved sovereignty of the States, and of recovering. 
stitute He acquired, the manner in which said notes, bills, or checks, have been permitting us to separate from the Union. J his session Is the limit of San he coumney. tail lect, bat incetianaik: Simainas of Bice Wake. Ue 
such oe redeemed by suid Banks from week to week, or at other intervals, as our hope, it is the utmost period of nme to which a r dress of our griev- der ordinary circumstances, such an assembly conld not fail to challenge 
’ the re. m 1y have been stipulated hetween the Bauk of the United States and ances could be postponed, and, u the Paritt is not modited to suit us, [ public notice: nnder the exivereyv in which we ure converte d. it has eXx- 
he num MME cach Banks—showing the contracts with each for the redemption of the |“ ish our hot-headed nullifiers may be disposed to go as far as some of cited intense public feeling. The siens of this are around us—in the 
€ popu notes or bills of each, and the amounts of interest severally paid by said the submission men. gush of popul ur enthusiasm whi h b is filled this spacious edifice to 
ry “tate banks to the Bank of the lL nited States, uipgon the bills, notes, or checks, overtiow ing—In the s\ mpathy which has come, this night, to bless. us, 
Repr held by the Bank ; the sums loaned by the Bank of the United States . m1 . . ms ' . . from those who are better and purer than ourselves—from that sex, gen- 
uch ac to ihe State Banks, and to b inks im the Distrie | of Columbia: the in- Et tu Brute _ | he peautort Gazette, speaking of the late debate on tlemen,. who are at once the most disc: Tih nating as well as inflexil le 
tate nol terest upon the saine, and in what manner the same were repaid ; with the tea duty, says: “The great deviser of the American System was lo ' : : . onvene d le 


| allow. 


ul report of the profits received or made by the Bank by preunums up- 


ed with a due regard to the course of trade ; with a report of its deal- 


represented as holding out one arm to the advocates of the redaction of 


indges of public virtue. We have convened under solemn and im po- 


! 


, | sing We have not come here to fan the fires of ci- 
: he , the other to its opponents. exclaiming ~y > . “a 
® on foreign and domestic exchanges, and the rates of exchange esta- | ‘ve duty on tea, and the other to its opt =e | vil discord, or to impair the just authorities of the constitutional laws ot 
ivs an & blished by said Bank from lime to time, and il the same nave been tix- ar Net te cum possum vivere, nec sine te e ) our country. XO We hy ve Asse mbled for yw ice ly different purpose . 
' 
| 


tha la 


ings in foreign exchange, in its own bills, and at what rates, and with 


STATE RIGHTS AND FREE TRADE CONVEN- | 


| to consider and mature the best means of diffusing among our people a 


just knowledge of their rights—of cherishing and invigorating an en- 


od since such as have been bought by the Banks from individuals, co-partner- TION OF SOUTH CAROLINA lightened public sentiment—of offering up, agaiu, our pledges, that, if 
ty wit) silps, or incorporated Companies, and the advances charged upon the . . . a the publ e trangnitl! tv is disturbed, it shall not be of our seeking: and 
sale of the same; with a report of the issues of post notes, or notes , way on that our only object, with a preservation of the Union of these States, is 
1ed th: payable to order, issued by the B wk : the withdrawal or redemption of I FEBRUARY ya Jez. to maintain th To very rights and privileg = hich that L pion was de- 
for thei the same, and of checks drawn, and at what rates sold ; with a report —— signed to render perpetual. 
P , ff ’ : : : ip : 7 , >i : : : >. . " "s'* rw ns ‘fF ‘ . “* ‘yy. rr > . . j bie . . >t " : . . +; 
of th ol the funds of the { pited states rece ived or ce posited at the Bank ol MINL I ES Of I Hit: I iIRST NI Ek | ING OF THE \\ ith these objects ma Vie w. let me invite your attention to the neces. 


FRILE 


| from and to what places ; 


the United States and its Branches—distinguishing the same as to times 
and amounts; of the sums transmitted by the Bank for the Government, 
the times when done, the mode of transfer, 
and what has been the cost, if any, to the Bank, for doing the same ; 
and whether the same has not been done, and given a profit to the Bank; 
with a report of the profits made by the Bank by discounfs and exchange 





CONVENTION. 
The Convention of Delegates from the State Rights and Free 
Trade Associations of every District in the State (but ope) was | 
organized at 7 P.M. this evening. 

















sity of augmenting onr resources for issuing, more extensively, publi- 
cations from our press, and for a more prompt and ditfused circulation 
of them, and, likewise, to the expediency of giving to these publications 
a more popular and less abstract character and form, that they may be 
[ 


rrought down to the comprehension of every freeman of the South, 
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. O +: f the H anew Dens | who is able to read what it so much behoves him to learn. 
upon Government de posites, and of the loans made by the Bank of the ; oD mo ion oF The on. eury eas, (dur only battery is a free press, and. in the heht it diffuses. w e de sire 
calling United States to the Government ; of moneys advanced to the Govern- His Excellency James Haminron, Jun., was called to the | to have our principles, our acts, and our motives, scanned with a scru- 
Te Lan ment, or to either of its departments, and the mterest or premium paid Chair; and . tiny that nothing shall elude. 
mod: by the Governinent for stich loans or advances; with a report of the dif- Myer M. Conen appointed to act as mecretary of the Con- It mav likewise be deemed proper that you should again address the 
ing the # ferent kinds of stock pledged to or at any time owned by the Bank, in | vention. good people of this State. Since our last meeting, at Columbia, a ses- 
| any other Bank, incorporated company, rail-road or canal company— The Secretary then ealled the hist of the several Delegates sion, of unexampled interest. of the National Legislature, has commen- 
STER,® particularly distinguishing how the same was aequired and parted with, | 54 they enrolled their names in the following order: ced, and is daily developing fresh events, at least of instructive admoni- 
move and of the sums loaned to, or advaneed, or given, to any incorporated 4 , cide * = a tion. if not of cheering hope. A circumstance unparalleled in the his- 
State | or unincorporated rail-road or canal company apd the terms upon Ww hic b Delegates from hes f hilt ys and St. Michaels—James Hamilton. Jun., torv of nations, is about to signalize our anna!s. A Public Debt. the 
€ num-—— the same were made. and the inducements for any donations which may Henry Deas, Nathaniel Heyward, Robert J. Purnball, Fiias Horry, | accumulated obligations of two snecessful struggles for freedom. (the 
speech {m have been made, and the authority of the Bank, in the Charter, for do- [. E. Holmes, B. F. Dankin, H. W. Peronneau, C hares E. Miller, | jast emphatically for Free Trade,) approximates immediately its final 
ing the same. B. A. Markley, John Magrath, C. Doughlas, Jacob F. Mintzing, W. extinguishment. The permanent policy of the country is to be fixed 
: E = , > > _ vet ; wre , an i 4 - ey se -% : ” — . ™ I < a} AC i ' , ry 
dmen: Also, to report if any, and which, of the Branches of the said Bank Perouneau Finley, Ale xande r Mazyck, C. J. Coleock, H. L. Pinckney, perhaps for generations to come. Throagh twelve years of grievous 
4 - ry. . - .. > on'es a a . — . ‘te: . : t an] : . = . . Sh bs - ‘ 
on, the have been unproductive from the establishment of them, and what sa- Philip Pidyman, Samuel } rio.eau, J. Lad: on Gregorie, B. Elliott, td | and uniust taxation. we have been referred to this period, as a termina- 
Ee Mr laries have been given to the officers of such unproductive Branches, Cunningham, John Bryan, Charles M. Furman, Kerr Boyce, Edward tion of our pilgrimage, and a consummation of our hopes. The crisis 
and the amounts and kind of bills, or notes, and where payable, which E rost, Myer M. ( ohen, John A. Stewart, Arthur Middleton, William | has come ; but, do the omens indicate that relief isto come? Has the 
the Bank has, from time to time, transmitted to its Branches. H. Carson, H. N. Crager, Jacob Axsou, Neil McNeil, 8S. L. Simons, | fo}) spirit of monopoly seemingly relaxed one muscle of its rapacious 
nent o That the said Committee have leave to meet in the City of Philadel- Edw ard R. Laurens. -. :; , , grasp? There can be but one answer to this question. The reflections 
Unite phia, and to remain there as long as may be necessary ; that they shall Greenville Association—Baylis J. arle, W addy Thompson, Jun. that obviously belong to this topic, I leave to the temper and judgment #. 
u hav e power to send for persons and papers, and to employ the requisite i Anion Dastriet Association—Joseph N. Shelton. A. W . Thompson, with whieh vou Ww iil approach this discussion. = 2 
\RDS. clerks ; the expense of which shall be accredited and allowed by the Bird M. Pearson, William H. Gist. : The crisis is, indeed, deeply interesting. This State, which. for the ge 
= pro. Committee of Accounts, and paid out of the contingent funds of the ne Association—W ham Farrow, T. F. Murphy. last ten vears. has maintained. almost single-handed, the unequal strug- 6 
ahi House. he ington Association—Johbn K. Charles, E. A. Law, Alexander gle for Free Trade and Constitutional Liberty, now presents the spec- e ¥ 
; Mr. BURGES rose to propose a further amendment ; but, before it} “> ims. me . " tacle of a people. the fervor of whose excitement has subsided in the = 
oe os Was read, cag Association—James 0. gy John ‘gong depth in which it has fixed in steadiness and calmness the public reso- 83 
The House, at half past four o'clock, adjourned. Marion Association—Thowas Harlee, Edward B. Wheeler. — lution, and in the flood of light it has poured on the public mind. ee 
Abberille Association—W . A. Bull, Samuel L. Watts, John G. Fra- The existence of this assembly is unpressively illustrative of this 2 
ser, Richard Griffin, Joel Smith, F G Thomas. Qh tawegrting reeceamnes Por — ee oe of this SS: 
Frupay, Marcu 9, 1832. P . : + ee NNT Eo} ap , — . truth. e are here the deiegated exponents 0 organized associations,  % 
, Bd : ee eee W hitfield Brooks, A. P. Butler, William Gar- which have been established throughowt our State, charged with the - s 
ition— SENATE.—The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a letter from | ' Harr iia wen PE RI I _ | conservation of those principles of civil and political liberty, which we 3 
the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, in compliance with a reso- rince Wiliams Parish Assocation—James Cuthbert, Lawrence E.| believe to be vitally exposed to peril. How comes it to pass that these He 
ee te. lation of the Senate, a statement of the affairs of the United States Dawson, B. McBride, Johu M. Chisolm, William Williams, Isaac B.| organized bodies should so suddenly have risen up threughont our land, F: 
pave to Bank, for the months of January and February, 1632 i rs Fripp. ins G $ like camp-fires, striking their broad glare against the darkness of the ae 
is tend Several petitions and memorials were presented, among which was c “9 Lukes Association—Julins 4 Huguenin, John Hi. Hogg, W . PF. | night? Is it to minister to some miserable purpose of faction, or con- ei 
ike, by one by Mr. WEBSTER, from the citizens of Somerset, Mass., praying ) . “om cammen Aa, James M. Smith, Alexander Edwards, J. Pick-| temptible struggle for politieal power, that we may elevate to the pur- 4 
for the abolition of slavery within the District of Columbia. ng, enjamin + cott. —- ple some fortunate chief. that he may recnite our servility. peradven- 2 
TOY After passing a number of bills from the House, the Senate took eng es Fisher, J. M. Howell, P. M. Butler. | ture by his own ingratitude ? Is it that we may usurp the prerogatives 4 
up the Apportionment Bill; and Messrs. HOLMES, SILSBEE, ae M. Myers, vee © Saee, cone Bryce, James Davis,} of Government, and exert an energy greater than the law itself? No, 5 
mit‘ee WHITE, and SPRAGUE successively debated Mr. Forsytrn’s reso- , ' hii C. Preston, James H. Hammond, Theo. Stark, B. L. Me-| we take no part im these pitiful struggles for power—we belong to no a 
also, of No question was taken, when the Senate adjourned over to Monday St. Helene Parish Association—for Beanfort—Richard De Treville, we have nothing to offer them but our obedience, and, | trust, if need -+ 
tie ?, next M Jacobs, J. D. Guerard, Stephen Elhot, Jan., William H. Wigg. | be. our fortunes and our lives ¥ 
$ OD : ‘ ’ oh . y ; : = " Ss: { 1T hi s. ; ; ; : 
for the _ éktat th Shas Shaeen doe Fripp apers, Thomas Alston Coffin, From what cause, thea, have these Associations started thus into ex- 
s . é ‘ c . . . . : . ; : 
"SE 4 ANCK . , ibra- . at ‘ — . istence ?. Why. from the obvious moral necessity which good men are 
Oi MOUSE MG VERPLANCK, fom te Commits one Lie | "For Ladi mtGere Cae Saas or eek oe praeyeeloppecton, ot i 
: ' -. P - . . . ‘ ¢ - SS r : ‘ 4 s r a= . a » ' ; ’ : ° - = - “ = 4 . . . 
ef ex- tain diplomatic correspondence ; which was read twice, and committed Wg ee ee ae, eae ey eo like pr ae rn ne aid, cache the pee of public Me ae 
to a Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. rs Sanantaat Alo - . their own authorities at home, which are weak. against a vast centra 
mone The considerati fMr. CLAYTON'S resolution for the appoint- " — Association—Jobn Alexander Keith, A. Lopez, J. Walter’ power, which is strong, and which, under the insidious forms of a free 
po e consideration of Mr. CL: ah res on rm of > app Phillips. Government. threatens to overwhelm the kberties of our country 
as it 2 reatio: ¢ ; ‘ : a rg s = . . . - . ° » P . ’ | é Ss i ; : = Lit ¥. 
—e wr apeslent cari in oo cot hw — on a re _ Parish Association—Jobn J. Couturier, Edwin Gaillard,| Our vocation, gentlemen, is full of honor, as well as responsibility. It : 
’ ' a a _— —- ne Samuel J. Paimer. ate ‘ : 
ce ont : : ne eer Ae ' : em - ae would be an absurd affectation to attempt toconceal the fact that w ° ; 
Ke ol appointment of acommitiee to examine into the charges, and report Si. John s Berkley Association—Simms W hite. Benjamin Dehavy.Jr ' ¥ j Be me - << ene Pees * ee P £ ] » fi : : e ex : 
or the upon the facts thereon, by the 2d Monday in April. William Cain, William D. Goardin. Robert M. C y“t.,| ercise, and are destined to exercise, a powerfal infivence over public Y 
“Mr. BARSTOW moved the reconsider: f the + f th wham Cain, Wiham D. Goardin, Robert M. Cahusac, J. Theodore! sentiment. By the possession of the confidence and esteem of a Jarge * 
YTH rie hy ang, pod 1g aay gy ~~ Aa yon oO hha chan, | Couturier portion of our fellow-citizens, we are invested with a trust, the obliga ad 
., took al hon i ou a gems ~ ccs ie = ig " te of te ag Assesictions~Hi. Moore, Thompson T. Player, P. Edward | tions of which we must endeavor to discharge with wisdom, puttioGeen & 
The amendments of Mr. WAYNE und BURGES were ordered to | J. G. Godfrey, FH. Elmore I Barnwell Smith.’ ¥* L*ithy| On this night, consecrated to e nation’s gratitude—om this night, the : 
« < P . Ps i ae as ‘ :. 4 4 , . o ’ : arnw > . . * . . . . - - > 
be printed; and the hour expiring, the subject was deferred. Orange Parish Associati m—Ed ued J F "ld Th Centennial Anniversary of the birth of him whose name, as it has been Bs 
pd the Mrs. Decatur’s Claim.——The remainder of the sitting was de-| J. G Gaignard = von—Edinund J. Felder, Lhomas A, Elljott,| beautifully and justly said, ‘‘ belongs to the civilized world, and the result : 
Mrs. § : : : ‘ .-G&.G . oe wines an > ow : ‘ 
tment voted to the discussion of the bill to compensate Mrs. Decatur and} Kershaw District Association—James 8. Deas, William Hopkins, I Soe en aiaaall he dea aie Whe waders oe ae = 3 
: ; ~ y : re vg Ss 8, bi. ig ne ¢ v. us the ri r: ¢ 
bias —— which rose ae reported by the committee to the House | Boykin, Thomas Abbott, John C. McCra, B. T. Elmore, John Cantey. | to gather round the sacred altars of his glories and his name ? Aut s 
, an Withont amendment. jation— re : : nah - gee: ha : ERP oe E 
Mr. DICKSON moved to strike out the enacting clause, but the ri spr aire ta ae infidel worshippers 7 Is not his'life our vindication ? Was not his im- - 
i “e ete oe 8 ’ St. John's Colleton Association—A. J. Forrester, John R. Mathewes,| mortality purchased by a glorious resistanee t just and i i 
> shall motion was negatived, Ayes 70—Noes 62. William M. Murray. W. B. Seabrook. John Jenki > a. | eee , co sistanee to unjust and unconstita- | 
es Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, renewed his ammendment to grant | brook. - ¥, W. B. Seabrook, John Jenkins, George W. Sea-) tional taxation ? If the spirits of the blessed are permitted to re-visit s 
. ’ s Se 7 FE - ‘ . . . * es ; 
$10,000 to Mrs. Decatur, and the residue of the $100,000 to the heirs| Barnwell Association—S. H. Butler, Richard A. Gantt. A as B the sphere of their usefulness and virtues, may we not invoke his spirit : 
yn for- of the commanding officer of the squadron, and the officers and crew | O’Shannon, D. M. Laffitte, A. B. Browne, G. A. Trotti. s -| to hover over his once glorions and uuited, but our now convulsed and Be 
1 with of the ketch Lntripid ; and upon the ayes and noes were taken, and the| St. James Santce Association—Eaw. R. Pinekne distraeted, country? ‘That, if he cannot penetrate the hearts of those . 
sstitn- meten wee selected Aves. 73 Noes 102 S. Palmer - &. ney, John Blake, John | who possess its power, with a ray of that benignant justice that flow- 
rest, Mr. PEARCE also renewed his amendment to grant $20,000to| Horny Association—Joseph W. Alston, E. A. Beniami ed like sun-beams from the fountains of his own bosom, thai he would 
I M . yer 9 SS fill ours with a portion of his lofty courage, his serene wndiamayed 
ouse rs. Decatnr, and $10,000 to the heirs of Commodore Decatur; butit! Sumter Association—Evan Benbow, James Haynesworth, William J equasinsity, hip the vy, hie storm, his ie. his invine 
was rejected, Ayes 8U— Noes 95. Rees, Richard Singleto ries Spann 3 uaaty, Dae teate canstancy, ern, his heroic, ~ 
The bill unaiienanie rejected on a division, by yeas and nays, by | Brownfield, Robert Bradiord, Thomas G. MePuddi Spann, Jun.. R.J.| ble, spirit of resistance to oppression, that we may meet, withoat falter- 
oe » bY , 4 .Me in. James G. Spann. ing, all those duties which it may be within the naation of a wise 


ceed- 
mnday 


a vote of Ayes 78—Noes 95. The House then, at half past 4 o'clock, 





Newberry Association—James J. Caldwell, FT. B. Higgins. 


and mercifal Providence to decree. 
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Banner’ of the Constitutior. 





The Hon. Henry Deas then moved that the Chair appoint 
the following Committees, with the view of arranging and dis- 
tributing the business of the Convention, to report at au Ad- 
journed Meeting, to take place on Saturday evening at seven 


o'clock. 


A Committee to Address the good People of this State, on 
the present posture of our relations with the General Govern- 


ment. 
4 Committee on the Publication of Tracts. 
1 Committee on Contributions. ; 
A Committee on the Distribution and Circulation of Tracts 
A Committee on Printing. 


Robert J. Turnbull, Esq., addressed the Convention in sup- 


port of the motion. 


The President then presented to the Convention the follow- 
ing letter, from Keating Simons, Esq., the President of the 


Charleston Association : asia 
Cuar.eston, February 22, 1832. 
Liis Excellency Governor Hamilton : 


Dear Sir—With this you will receive the answer of the 
venerable General Sumter, to the letter written to him by the 
Committee of the Free Trade and State Rights Association. I 
myself with being able to deliver the letter of the 
venerable and unalterable patriot in person, at the meeting this 
evening, but unfortunately my state of health will not permit 
it. J, therefore, request of your goodness to perform the daty 
for me. 1 want words to express my feelings on the subject of 
the meeting of the Convention this evening, which I hope and 
trust is the commencement of measures which will open the 
My heart is with the meeting this 
l imbibed the sentiments of Freedom in the year 
1775, aud I sincerely trust they will not depart from me. 1 am 
now too old to be active, but, whatever I can do, I am willing 
I will thank you to present to the meeting my 


had flattered 


eyes of our oppressors. 
evening. 


to perform. 
most cordial wishes for their deliberations in so great a cause. 
With sentiments of respect and esteem, I remain, dear sir, 
Your friend and obedient servant, 
KEATING SIMONS, 
President of the Association. 


The following correspondence, with Gen. Thomas Sumter, 
was read, amidst the liveliest demonstrations of pride and plea- 
sure : 

Crarveston, January 13th, 1832. 

Sir : We do ourselves the honor of enclosing you a resolu- 
tion adopted by the State Rights and Free Trade Association 
of this city, at their last meeting, soliciting the honor of your 
attendance at the Convention of the Delegates of the several 
Associations, to be held on the 22d February, in this place. 

The enclosed letter, from Gov. Hamilton to yourself, super- 
cedes all necessity for our making arrangements for your ac- 
commodation whilst in the city, or oa the road, as he has in- 
sisted, that, if you honor the Association by your attendance, 
you make his house vour home during your stay in Charleston, 
and has placed his horses and carriage at the disposal of the 
Committee. 

in discharging this most gratifying office, permit us to assure 
you of the delight with which your arrival in Charleston will 
be hailed by the State Rights and Free Trade Party, who ar- 
dently desire, whilst you yet survive, to honor, in your person, 
those principles for which you have fought and bled and conse- 
crated the services of a long and usefal life. 

We have the honor to remain, with the highest consideration 
and esteem, your most obedient servants, 

KEATING SIMONS, 
JAMES HAMILTON, Sen. 
R. J. TURNBULL, 
NATH'L HEYWARD, 
CHARLES J. COLCOCK, 
ELIAS HORRY. 


General Thomas Sumter. 


Soutn Mount, January —, 1832. 
T’o Keating Simons, Esq., Chairman, and his associates, of a 
Committee of the State Rights and Free T’rade Association 
of Charleston, &c. Ye. : 


Gentlemen : I lead a solitary life, in an unfrequented place, 
and 1 am often too infirm, with or without the help of a scribe, 
to return answers, in due season, to letters which are sent to 
me; and, again, 1 too often fail to find resolution enough to do 
it when 1 am otherwise able, because | think that my answers 
will come too late, or that po answer may do better than one 
that is out of season. 

To provide against all these difficulties in this instance, | 
shall try hard to-day, finding myself to!erably well this morn- 
ing, to make such an answer to your letter of the 13th of this 
mouth, and the papers it encloses and refers to, as will, 1 hope, 
atone, in some measure, for some of my past omissions ; and 
such a one as, I trust, will satisfy, not only you and the Asso- 
eration which you represent on this occasion, bat every other 
hody bearing and deserving the same honored name, either in 
this State or in the Union, that Tam always williog, when able, 
to answer to any call which they may have to make on me, 
and to serve any purpose that I can serve, for them or with 
them, which will tend to the good of their country. I beg that 
this day's labor, on my part, may be accepted, by the State 
Rights and Free ‘Trade Party of Charleston, of the present ge- 
neration, not only as a proof and pledge of my gratitude to 
them for the several manifestations of approbation with which 
my public conduct, at various points of time in a long series of 
years, has been noticed and honored at some of their late 
meetiogs ; but, also, as the cordial acknowledgment of a su- 
perauuated servaut and coadjutor of their predecessors of that 


party, for the soothing terms of personal kindoess in which 


that approbation has always been expressed and conveyed to 
him. ‘This is the more generous on their side, when they have 
reason to foresee, perhaps, or, at least, to fear, that the labors 
of his long life may, contrary to their expectation, add nothing 
at last to their patrimouy. If this should be the case, (which 
may God prevent.) then shall I have speut in vain almost one 
huudred of the basiest years in which mankiod was ever occu- 
pied, and that, too, on the highest matters, save one, which 
concern our race. This is asad reflection! It arises from a 
feeling which the young may imagine, but which the old alone 
can explain—as may be witnessed by twe of your Committee, 
whose signatures betray them as my fellow-soldiers of an old 
date. Dut | must suppress these reflections, if I can, or this 


Ss 


are hereby, tendefed to General Samuel Smith, one of the § 
nators in Congress from the State of Maryland, for the e, 
lightened patriotism, American spirit, and correct constitution. 
al views, displayed in his late speech in the Senate, against M; 
Clay’s proposition in relation to the Tariff; and that they a7 
sure bim of the high sense entertained, by the State Rights ay i 
Free ‘Trade Party of this State, of his generous advocacy «| 


Southero rights and interests upon that important and interes. 
ing occasion. 


Well, gentlemen, I have read again the resolution which 
your letter communicates to me, in behalf of the Association, 
“inviting me, (in a special and much too flattering form of 
worcs,) to attend a Convention, in the City of Charleston, on 
the 22d February next.” 

That is, I think, the hundredth birth-day of our National 
Hero !-of the Father of his country! If he be now conscious 
of what is passing in his country—nay, in the favored spot to 
which he bequeathed his name, and which aspires to the glory 
of being the chosen monument of his fame—he must look with 
. | approbation on all the honest means and measures which the 

State Rights and Free Trade Party are using, (for that is the 
ouly true National Party in a country which possesses hundreds 
of acres of uncultivated ground for every inhabitant it counts,) 
to restore the Constitution of this Union—en the preservation 
of which, a great part of his fame as a statesman must forever 
depend—to the limits and objects which he himself assisted in 
assiguing to it; and to defend from consolidation and destruc- 
uion the States which gave being to that instrument. 

This reflection seemed so fit for the occasion, that 1 could 
not resist placing it here, as a tribute to the memory of a great 
and good man, who, though far my superior in every thing 
else, was but lite so in age, and no more than my equal, and 
the equal of thousands of others, in devotion to the cause of 
National Independence, and to that of the rights of the People 
and of the States, which were expected, both by him and them, 
to flow from National Incependence. 

I shall answer separately the letter from Governor Hamilton, 
which you have been so good as to enclose to me, and which, 
let me say to you by the way, has most kindly provided for 
fulfilling, in every particular, the friendly desires and precau- 
tions, both of the Association and of the Committee, for my 
accommodation both on the road and in town, if I should be | jonny K. Charles. 
able to undertake or accomplish so long a journey. But, not- | Committee on Publications——Nenry 


withstanding all these delicate attentions on the one side, and | Seabrook. J. G Spann, Dr. Davis, John Cantey, Benj'n A 

. . . . Ww ’ ° . wpe ) ° : ’ sh. 
the many seducing motives on the other, which conspire toge- Markley, L. E. Dawson, William Dubose 
ther to excite me to make the attempt, I must not flatter my- 


self, gentlemen, nor you, that I am fit, or altogether willing, to 
undertake or accomplish such an adventure at my time of life 
—secing that no absolute duty requires that I should put my- 
self to such a trial. Although my health may be said to be good 
in many respects, yet it is not sufliciently so, in others, to au- 
thorize me to go far from home. Indeed, when I am otherwise 
well enough to go to a considerable distance, I am liable, of 
late, to become too frequently and too suddenly a cripple in one 
of my legs, to venture on a ride of more than a few miles. 

I trust, therefore, that a modification of the same feelings to- 
wards me, which procured me this most friendly invitation, 
will incline the friends who gave it to agree to dispense with 
my company on this occasion. I persuade myself, therefore, 
that, all circumstances being duly weighed by them, as they 
have been by me, I shall stand justified in their eyes, as I do | 
in my own, for not making the attempt to re-visit Charleston, 
and its inhabitants ; both of which, nevertheless, have many 
claims to my remembrance and partiality; more, perhaps, than 
any one now living, except myself, is aware of : for it was in 
that place, and among its virtuous colonists, that I first saw 
and felt the effects of concerted and orderly associations of men, 
in resisting and restraining usurped power and unconstitutional 
abuses of power. This was in 1765. But I had many ocea- 
sions of witnessing the same effects there between that date and 
1776, when the general and formal Declaration of Independ- | 
ence changed the name and mode of the resistance, and gave 
me fewer opportunities of being in Charleston than I had dur- 
ing the period referred to. 

So you see, gentlemen, that Charleston, and several former 
generations of its hospitable and patriotic inhabitants, were no 
strangers to me ; nor was I a stranger to them iu good or vad 
times. And, although the city, in its present state, and the ex- 
isting generation which occupies it, would doubtless wear a 
new face to me, after an unbroken absence of five and thirty 
years, yet I should not consider myself a stranger there, nor 
would I be considered or treated as a stranger by any of the 
native citizens ; but, on the contrary, as an old friend of their 
fathers. 

At present, however, we must be contented to take the will 
for the deed, on either side ; and you, gentlemen of the Com- 
mittee, will do me the favor to offer my reasons and my re- | 
grets to the Association which you represent, (and, with their 
permission, to the inhabitants of Charleston generally,) for de- 
clining to accept of the honor which you have proposed doing 
me there on the 22d of next month. And here, again, I have 
to appeal to my brother soldiers of your Association, (for I hear 
of none out of it,) to bear witness for me, that my reasons for 
staying at home are good ones, and ought to be received as va- 
lid excuses for that determination, on the part of 

Your obliged and obedient servant, 


THOMAS SUMTER. 

P.S. On looking over this letter, ] am shocked at having 
been obliged to say so much of myself and my infirmities. | 
am sensible of the impropriety of doing so, but my intrusion on 
your patience has occurred less, | hope, from a loquacity of 
disposition, than from an over-anxiety to convince my too par- 
tial friends that they were misinformed as to my strepgth and 
my ability to bear the exercise of travelling. 


Dr. Tidyman then submitted the following resolution : 


Trade Convention of South Carolina, now convened in thy 
City of Charleston, do highly appreciate the public services 
Chancellor Harper, and more particularly at this important cr}. 
sis, when, without regard to domestic sacrifices, he has pro. 
ceeded to the City of Washington, as a Delegate on the par 
of the State, to represent to the Federal Government the grier. 
ances of his fellow-citizess, arising from the evils of an upjuy 
and oppressive Tariff. The members of the State Rights an/ 
Free Trade Convention, in consideration of the zeal, fidelity. 
and taleat, he has invariebly evinced in vindicating the righ 
of the People of South Carolina, do, therefore, further resolv 
to assure him of their entire confidence, and to convey to hin 
the expression of their esteem and perfect approbation. 
This resolution was unanimously adopted. 


Deas, the following Committees were announced : 


thaniel Heyward, William C. Preston, Evan Benbow, Benjy 
I’. Elmore, Samuel Prioleau, Waddy Thompson, William A 





Stephen Elliott, ‘Thomas Harlee, Dr. Lafitte, J. A. Stuart, §. 
White, J. H. Hammond. 


Richard Singleton, John A. Keith, M. Ford, E. R. Pinckney, 
Dr. Thomas D. Singleton, J. S. Caldwell. 

Committee on Distribution—-A. W. Thompson, Whitfield 
Brooks, Richard A. Gaat, J. H. Weatherspoon, Jun., William 
T. Elierbe, A. Fuller, Henry Coughman, J. L. Gregorie. 

On motion of the Hon. Heary Deas, the Convention then ad- 
journed to Saturday evening, 7 o'clock. 

MYER M. COHEN, 


Secretary to the Convention. 





MINUTES OF THE SECOND MEETING OF THE 
CONVENTION. 





Saturpay, Feervary 25, 1832. 





The Convention of Delegates from the State Rights and Free 
Trade Associations throughout the State, was called to order 
,at 7 o'clock this evening. 

The President opened the business of the Convention. 

P. M. Butler, Esq., addressed the meeting, and moved that 
General Earle be invited to a seat within the area oceupied by 
the Delegates. 

This motion was unanimously adopted, and accordingly Gen. 
Karle was introduced by the Marshals. 

W. B. Seabrook, Esq., then addressed the Convention, and 
offered the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That the President of this Convention do convey 
the thanks of the State Rights and Free Trade Party to the 
Hon. Robert Y. Hayne, and the Hon. George MeDuffie. for 
their recent efforts, in Congress, in the cause of Free Trade and 
Constitutioaal Liberty. 

Resolved, That we highly approve of the late Speech of Mr. 
Hayne, in reply to Mr. Clay. Its mildoess and liberality, which 
we commend, are not incompatible with the solemn determin- 
ation at which the People of South Carolina have arrived. 

Resolved, That we regard Mr. MeDuftie’s recent Report on 
a reduction of the duties on imports, as indicating the true con- 
stitutional point to which the duties ought to fall; and that this 
distinguished statesman has brought to the discussion of the 
subject a power of argument, aod variety of illustration, that 
make his Report one of the ablest among the numerous State 
Papers which have signalized our public history. 

It was seconded by B. F. Dunkin, Esq., who thereupon ad- 
dressed the Convention. 

W. A. Bull, Esq., also addressed the Convention in support 
of the resolutionc. 

The President then submitted to the decision of the Conven- 
jtion the resolutions of Mr. Seabrook, and they were unaui- 
mously adopted. 

Dr. Tidyman then offered the following resolution : 

The members of the State Rights aud Free Trade Conven- 
tion of South Carolina, being deeply sensible of the intrinsic 
merit of Condy Raguet, Esq., (the talented Editor of the Ban- 
ner of the Constitution.) do 

Resolve, That he is highly deserving of their gratitude, con- 
fidence, and esteem, for his zealous and successful efforts in de- 
tecting the errors, aud exposing the fallacy, of the mis-named 
American System, as weil as for his undeviating exertions in 
propagating the principles of Free Trade, and ably vindicating 
the rights and interests of the People of the Southern States. 

This motion was carried, nem. dis. 


Col. J. H. Hammond then addressed the Convention, and 
offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the President of this Association express to 
that consistent Republican and gallant veteran of the Revels. 
tion, Col. Samuel Warren, our great regret that infirm health 
should have prevented his attendance at this Convention; that 
our cause is honored by the support of a man who shed his 
youthful blood in behalf of principles to which he is now giv- 


ing the sanction of his experience aud authority, as a Repre- 
sentative of the People. 





























Waddy Thompson, Esq., then addressed the Convention, and 
offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the President of this Convention do convey 
to General Sumter an expression of unfeigned regret that his 
advanced age and infirm health should have prevented his at- 
tendance, and with the assurance of our gratitude to God that 
his life has been spared to consecrate, by his name, our second 
struggle for freedom. 
This resolution was unanimously adopted. 
Pickens Butler, Esq., then addressed the Convention, and of- 
fered the following resolution : 
Resolved, ‘That the Free Trade Convention of South Caro- 
lina regards with gratification, and acknowledges with grati- 
tude, the firm, able, and untiring efforts, of Henry Lee, of Bos- 
ton, in the cause of Free Trade and Constitutional Liberty—a 
cause in which South Carolina is deeply and vitally interested, 
and for the maintenance of which she is solemly pledged by 
every principle of patriotism and of self-preservation. This resolution was unanimously adopted. 
It was carried acm. con. 


The Hon. H. L. Pinckney then offered the following Report 
The Ilon. H. L. Pinckney then addressed the Convention, y ollowiog Repor 








auswer will never be fiuisbed. 


fi tne Committees on Printi d Publications: 
and offered the following resolution : on rintieg sec F ubhcatiogs 


ei | "The Committees on Printing and on Publications, havin 
Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be, and they had a conference on the subjects referred to them seopedvely, 


Committee on Printing—-Heary L. Pinckney, Jos. Shelton, . 





Committee on Contributions—Jas. Deas, John R. Matthews.! 


This resolution was unanimously adopted. ; 


Resolved, ‘That the members of the State Rights and Fre : 


: 


In pursuance of the resolution presented by the Hon. Henry) 


Committee on the Address—C. J. Coleock, Dr. Fisher, Na. 


Bull, Pickens Butler, Thempson T. Player, William Farrow, © 


W. Peronneau, W. B. 
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ask leave to report conjointly, and respectfully recommend the | 
adoption of the following resolutions : 3h 

1. Resolved, ‘That the printing and publishing of Tracts be 
continued, as heretofore, at Columbia and Charleston, alter- 
pately : that one Tract shall be published on the first day of 
each month at Columbia, and one on the fifteenth day of each 
month at Charleston: that the Tracts shall average twelve du- 
odecimo pages each, and be printed with brevier : and that, of 
each and every Tract, not less than ten thousand copies shall 
be printed, for distribution through the State. 

2, Resolved, That this Convention recommend that it be 
made the duty of the Recording Secretaries of the Charleston 
and Richland Associations to attend to the distribution of the 
Tracts, aud that they be allowed such compensation, for their 
services, as may be deemed expedient by those Associations re- 
spectively. : 

3. Resolved, That the several Standing Committees of the 
respective District and Parish Associations be invited to sug- 
gest, from time to time, to the Committees on Publications at 
Columbia and Charleston, the topies upon which the people of 
their respective Districts and Parishes may require, particular- 
ly, to be well informed. ; 

4. And, whereas, in the opinion of this Convention, there is 
no reasonable prospect of such an adjustment of the Tariff as 
will at all alleviate the burdens or redress the indigoities inflict- 
ed on the Southern States ; and it is, therefore, highly impor- 
tant aud desirable that the peopie should thoroughly understand 
the process by which these evils may be effectually removed, 
without incurring either revolution or secession : 

Therefore, Resolved, That it be recommended to the Com- 
mittees on Publications, to supply the people particularly with 
such Tracts as shall explain and inculeate NULLIFICATION, 
as the legitimate, peaceful, and “ rightful remedy,” for all op- 
pressive and dangerous violations of the Federal Compact. 

This Report was unanimously adopted. 


Wallace Thompson, Esq., then addressed the Convention, 
and presented the following Report of the Committee on Dis- 
tributions : 

The Committee on Distributions beg leave to Report, that 
they have had the subject under consideration, and submit the 
following Report: 

Ist. They recommend that the State be divided into two di- 
visions for distribution, in the following manner: that is, that the 
Judicial Distriets of Edgefield, Lexington, Richland, Kershaw, 
and Chesterfield, shall form the line constituting the upper and 
lower division ; that those Districts, and all others lying above 
or north of them, shall be supplied with the tracts and other 
publications to which they may be entitled, according to the 
report from Columbia ; and all the Associations in the several 
other Districts and Parishes below or south of that line, shail 
be supplied from the Association in the City of Charleston. 

2d. That the several Associations throughout the State be, 
and they are hereby, requested to point out and direct the As- 
sociations in Charleston aud Columbia the best mode and route 
for conveying to them the publications to which they may be 
severally entitled, according to this report. 

3d. They further recommend that the publications which 
may be made by order of this Association be distributed among 


= —_ 
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The Committee on Contributions of the Generai Convention 
of the Free Trade and State Rights Associations, Report: 
That there will be wanied, for the uses of the year up to De- 
cember next, the sum of four thousand dollars, of which sum 
there has been provided the sum of three thousand four hun- 
dred and twenty-five dollars. The balance to be now provided 
is the sum of four hundred and seventy-five dollars, which your 
Committee recommend to be raised by assessment ou the new 
Associations, as follows : 


Laurens Association, the sum of . - $125 
St. John’s, Berkley, - - . - 125 
Orange Parish, - . - . 75 
St. James, Santee, - - . - 7O 
Williamsburg, - - - . 75 

S475 


Your Committee recommend that this Committee be 


assessed on them. 


ciations, a sum pot to exceed five hundred dollars. 
JAMES DEAS, Chairman. 
Which Report was adopted. 


same, as follows: 


T'rade Associations, 
TO THE PEOPLE OF 8S. CAROLINA. 


vindicate our plans aud purposes. 


in-| and scanty justice. 
structed, forthwith, to inform these Associatious of the sums {great champion of the American System, in despite of their 


Judge Coleock then addressed the Convention, and, as Chair- ~~ 
a ter into the consumption of the manufacturing States, without 
man of the Committee on the Address, read and presented the | tone : S 


The Delegates, in Convention, of the State Rights and Free | 


Fevttow-Citizenxs : When we last addressed you, from the 
Convention in Columbia, we endeavored to impress upon your | Whether we have delegated this power? 
minds the importance of those principles on which we are as- 
sociated, and, by an appeai to your reason and patriotism, to 
That Address was made 
during a period of faint but fondly cherished hope that the Con- 


States vainly supposed they had reserved to themselves. We 
began by humble petitions, argumentative expositions, deferen- 
tial remonstrances—terminating, after travelling through every 
sign of the political zodiac which marks a poor dependence 
upon a great and imperial central head, in Protests, which we 
had the folly to think would at least be read by our oppressors, 
|although they were incapable of answering the argument on 
| which they rested. 
| If a redress of our wrongs was postponed, we were always 
told, that, when the Public Debt was paid, a reduction would 
| be made in the amount of the tribute which we paid, and which 
‘formed a principal item in the aggregate of our grievances. 
That event has, for all financial purposes, taken place, and we 
|see it accompanied by the tokens that the will of the majority 
is substituted for the Constitution; and not a ray of hope 
|beams upon us, to tell us that we are to expect even a barc 
The Secretary of the Treasury, and the 





| angry contests for powor, have both presented identical propo- 


Your Commictee further recommend, that, should the above | sitions for what they are pleased to call modifications of the 
sum not be adequate to the expeuses actually incurred, the | Tariff. 

Charleston Association be authorized, through their Corres- 
ponding Secretary, to collect, rateably, from the several Asso- 


The scheme, fellow-citizens, of the reduction, thus offered, 
| is @ gross insult to your understandings, aud an uowarrantable 
_ piracy on your pockets. It is, indeed, nothing short of ap ex- 
pedient to keep the entire pressure of the Restrictive System 
on the articles of foreign production which purchase our sta- 
_ples,and to remove its burden from all! those articles which en- 


| 


| entering into a competition with their products. In one word, 
| it decrees that there shall be, in effect, a steady discriminating 
duty of fifty per centum ou Southern, and a bounty of fifty per 
| centum on Northern, industry. Disguise it as you may, this 
| modification makes the Southern States colonies. 
Now, in all possible calmness and solemnity, we will ask, 
Is it exercised as a 
substantive power to protect manufactures? Is there one word 
on this subject in the Constitution? And is it not derived by 
au implication which is utterly repudiated by a decision of the 
very question at issue, in the Convention which formed that 
instrument ? 


dom, and avail itself of the auspicious juncture to afford a 





the several Districts and Parishes in the State, aceording to a 
Schedule accompanying this Report, which is made upon the 
presumption that there will be ten thousand copies published 
of each number, which, according to the Report, will leave 
nine hundred and sixty-six supernumerary copies, to be dispos- 
ed of at the discretion of the Associations in Charleston and 
Columbia. 
4. And they therefore recommend that the surplus numbers 
above mentioned may be transmitted, by the Associations in 
Charleston aud Columbia, should they deem it expedient so to 
do, to our fellow-citizens in the sister States, in such manoper 
as they may deem most advisable. 

All which. is respectfully submitted. 
A. W. THOMPSON. 

Schedule of Distribution : 


Edgefield, - - . . . 560 
Abbeville, = - . . . e 600 
Barnwell, - - . . . 350 
Clarendon and Clermont, - - : 350 
Chester, - - - - - 420 
Chesterfield, - - - - . 200 
Darlington, - - - - - 250 
Fairfield, - . - - - 400 
Greenville, - - - - - 450 
Kershaw, - - - - - 200 
Lancaster, - - : . “ 300 
Laurens, - - . ‘ a 500 
Lexington, - . - . . 200 
Marlborough, - : : . 150 
Newberry, - | . . . . 400 
Orange and St. Mathews, - - - 280 
Richland, - - . . ‘ 95 
Spartanburg, : - - . 600 
Union, - - : . . 450 
York, . - : ° . 400 
St. Philip's and St. Michael's, - - 500 
St. James’, Goose Creek, - - - 50 
St. John’s, Colleton, - . . “ 00 
St. John's, Berkley, - : : . 25 
St. Stephen's, - a . ‘ 25 
Christ Church, - - . ° 20 
St. James’, Santee, - - - ° 12 
St. Andrew’s, - : . . 10 
St. Thomas and St. Dennis, - . 12 
St. Bartholomew's, - - : “ 125 
Prince William's, = - - - . 60 
St. Luke's, - - - - - 40 
St. Peter's, - - - ° é 70 
Williamsburg, - : . ‘ 160 
Prince George, Winyaw, ° 4 75 
All Saints, - - . : . s.. 
Horry, - - : . ‘ 
Marion, - - - - . 275 
St. George's, Dorchester, - : . 50 
St. Helena, - - . . . 40 
9,034 


James S. Deas, Esq., as Chzirman of the Committee on 


Contributions, preseated the following Report : 


gress of the United States, just then assenibling, would listen 
to the earnest and solemn appeals made to its justice and wis- 


prompt and ample remedy for our long-endured grievances. It 
had been publicly announced, by our Legislature, that, when 
all hope of redress had been extinguished, the State had the 
right, and would perform the duty, of redressing berseif. South 
Carolina, under these circumstances, had paused, to await the 
decision of the present Congress ; and, although an attentive 
examination of the principles and purposes of the majority in 
Congress, which had enacted and sustained the Tariff, forbade 
us to entertain very sanguine expectations of relief, yet we were 
unwilling entirely to despair. ‘The Congress of the U. States 
bas now been in session nearly three months. 

All agree, that, as far as the General Government ts concern- 
ed, its final decision is now to be made. These circumstances, 
fellow-citizens, authorize us to address yOu ou the present oc- 
casionu. You are our brethren—our country is our common in- 
heritance, its interest our common property, and its liberty, 
happiness, and glory, the common objects of our guardiaaship 
and defence. If there are apy among you who hate the injus- 
tice of our oppressors less than what some consider the bere- 
sies of our priaciples—if there are any among you, who, after 
full deliberation, prefer the quiet of a predetermined settled 
submission to injustice and a violation of the Constitution, to 
the hazard of asserting and maiotaiving our rights—we are 
willing to confess, however painful may be the recognition of 
the fact, that an appeal! to such must be hopeless. No! We 
make no appeal to those who think essential principles may be 
compromised, that public tranquillity, even if it be the stagna- 
tion of death, canuot be purchased at too high a price, and 
who consider that a gainful traffic may be driven with oppres- 
sion, if any thing be left to sustain the remnant of a miserable 
existence. But, to those whose minds may not yet be finally 
made up on the great question of Southern rights and South- 












































But we do not propose to moot constitutional questions. The 


argument has been exhausted. We desire to give a more prac- 


tical scope to our reflections. 

It may be asked, What are we todo? The answer is at 
hand—Why, resist. What, by popular tumult, and revolution- 
ary violence? No—we are yet a sovereign party to the com- 
pact, and our State has nothing to do but to say, on the high 
authority of her sovereignty, that her citizens shall not pay this 
tribute, and it will not be paid. 

Fellow-citizens, should Congress rivet this system upon us. 
we do not see how the constituted authorities of our State can 
refrain from propounding to you, in your sovereign capacity, 
the alternative of Resistance or Submission! We are free to 
confess that our Associations (without arrogating to ourselves 
even the privilege of advising our public functionaries as to the 
course they should pursue,) are distinctly and unalterably in fa- 
vor of the former, because we believe that submission would 
cover with desolation, as well as shame, that section of coun- 
try, which would be literally placed under the ban of the Em- 
piwwe—becanse we believe, with our prosperity, the spirit of . 
freedom, so essential to the preservation of free institutions, 
would depart forever—because we could not live under the 
burning shame of being recreant to the precepts and examples 
of that ancestry from whom we indeed derived a noble heri- 
tage. 

But, thanks be to the wisdom which framed the Coustitution, 
we have something higher and better than the servile right to 
rebel ; and that, in the confederate form of our Government— 
in the reservation to the States of all rights not delegated—the 
sovereign authority of a State is amply competent, without 
commotion or bloodshed, to shield its citizens from tyranny and 
oppression. When our State shall determine to interpose its 
suvereign authority, we feel a confidence, which no distrust 





ern wrongs, and who are yet hanging with a lingering, though 
baffled, hope, that these wrongs will be redressed by the uatu- 
ral and salutary action of the General Government itself, we 
would desire to offer, briefly, a few reflections. ‘They belong 
to the crisis—for there is no device of cunning that can dis- 


shall impair, that those differences, which, after all, have re- 
sulted rather from abstract refinements of constitutional law, 
than from any other cause, will be buried in the ramparts we 
will throw around our country—that her peril will be the ce- 
ment of our Union—her honor, her success, and her glory, the 
common objects of our joint and undying efforts. The Press, 





guise, even from timidity itself, the fact that the crisis is rapid- 
ly approaching when the People of South Carolina will have 
before them the issues of liberty or servitude—infamy or honor 
—resistance, with al! its hazards, or submission, with unaltera- 
ble disgrace. Our position is a peculiar one. We would not 
say that South Carolina is committed, because that would im- 
ply that we have been led by an intemperate zeal into the oc- 
cupation of ao untenable position, to maintain which we have 
rather now to consult a punctilious sense of honor, than a ra- 
tional estimate of our essential interest. It so happens, that 
there are no romantic or chivalrous notions of national pride— 
that are half equal ia their potency to the common, manifest, 
and, we might almost say, every-day and vital, interests, that 
are involved in the gruund we have assumed—however insen- 
sibly we may feel the obligations that are due to the first class 
of these considerations. 

The peculiarity of our position results from the fact, (whe- 
ther for good or for evjl remains to be proved,) that this State, 
small in its territorial extent and population, is in the van in 
the assertion of our rights, in the very centre of a geographical 
division of this Union, having common interests with ourselves, 
and which appears, only to a limited degree, at least, to parti- 
cipate in the intense excitement which has pervaded al! classes 
among ourselves. We shall not attempt to account for the phe- 
nomevon. We are not disposed to disparage the motives and 
conduct of others. We will not, however, gainsay our own 
discernment, by admitting, in spite of this seeming apathy, that, 
because we feel intensely, we cannot act understandingly, on 
the subject of our rights—or, that the fire which has been kin- 
dled in our hearts, has not thrown a light elsewhere, to irradi- 
ate our path and to guide our steps. 

For ten years, (precisely the period which elapsed between 
the Stamp Act of 1765 and the night when Samuel Adams 
and John Hancock caused the Tea to be thrown overboard in 
the harbor of Boston.) the public mind of South Carolina has 
vigilantly watched the progress which the Government of the 
Union was making towards the point which it has at last reach- 
ed—a consolidation, in the hands of an irresponsible majority, 





of almost every essential attribute of sovereignty which the 


which is the peaceful engine of this Association, shall continue 
its challenges on the watch-tower., We call upon those who 
think and feel with us to be firm, consistent, tranquil, and pa- 
tiently to await the decision of Congress. Our Representatives 
are struggling for us and for the Constitution, with a zeal wor- 
thy of their great cause, and with an ability which wins ap- 
piause even from their adversaries. Though desponding, their 
exertions are not remitted. Their past conduct—their bigh 
character—their known patriotism—entitles them to our high- 
est confidence. They will not give up the cause of their coun- 
try uotil a relentless majority close the diseussion and tell them 
to despair. When that discussion ts closed, and we are repuls- 
ed from the doors of Congress, shall we obey them when they 
tell us to despair? No! God forbid! No—the liberties of 
South Carolina are not held at the pleasure of a majority in 
Congress, but by the teuure of her own courage. She is a free, 
sovereign, and independent State ; and, while her citizens are 
true to themselves, she will continue to bea free, sovereign, 
and independent State. 

It is our duty, fellow-citizens, to warn you to be prepared to 
support the rights of your State. Wedo not doubt that you 
have the constitational right to determine on the mode and: 
measure of redress upon such an event as we are contemplat- 
ing ; and still less do we question your determination to pre- 
serve your liberties, at all hazards ; and, when it is, at length, 
determined that you are to be perpetually subjected to a system 
characterized by every thing that can define a tyranny the most 
odious, we will join in one common effors for the liberty and 
honor of the State : for we will not believe that there can be 
any division among us. To those of our fellow-citizens who 
may entertain honest differences of opinion with us, we would 
say, Look at our country! How much more are you willin 
she should bear? Do you desire that her submission shoul 
be protracted until resistance would terminate in weakness and 
disgrace ? 

‘The State looks to her sohs to defend her, in whatever form 
she may choose to proclaim her purpose to RESIST. 

The President then suggested to the Convention, that, by rea 
son of the interest 2od importance of the foregoing document” 
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the several gentlemen composing the Committee on the Ad- 
dress should affix thereto their respective signatures. 


The meeting concurring, the Secretary called the names of 


the members of the Committee on the Address; who, thereup- | 


subscribed their signatures, as follows : 
C. J. COLCOCK, Chairman, 
EDWARD FISHER, 
NATH’L HEYWARD, 
WILLIAM C. PRESTON, 
EVAN BENBOW, 
BENJAMIN F. ELMORE, 
SAMUEL PRIOLEAL, 
WADDY THOMPSON, Jun. 
WILLIAM A. BULL, 

A. P. BUTLER, 
THOMPSON T. PLAYER, 
JOHN k. CHARLES, J 

Col. William C. Preston then rose and addressed the Con- 
vention in support of the foregoing document; whieh, after the 
conclusion of Col. P.’s remarks, was put to the Convention, 
aud unanimously adopted. 

The President then inquired if there were other resolutions 
to be presented ; and, no other business appearing, he closed 
the meeting of the Convention by a brief valedictory address. 

And so this Convention stands adjourned sine die. 

MYER M. COHEN, 
Secretary of the Convention. 


on, came forward and 


LL | 





After the adjournment of the Convention, but previously to 
the separation of the Delegates, the Hon. Judge Earle was call- 
ed to the Chair, and, on motion of F. H. Elmore, Esq., the fol- 
lowing resolutions were adopted : 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Convention be returned to 
the President, for the able, impartial, and dignified manner, in 
which he has presided over the deliberations of this Assembly. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Convention be also return- 
ed to the Secretary, for bis faithful and prompt performance of 
his duty. 

M. M. Cohen, Esgq., then rose and returned thanks to the 
Delegates, for their complimentary resolution in relation to 
himself as Secretary, and his gratefal ackuowledgments for the 
manoer ia which the resolution was received. 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14, 1832. 


The Crisis.—-—We publish to-day the entire proceedings of 
the Free Trade and State Rights Convention which assembled 


th 


22d ultimo. We recommend it to the 


reader, as containing a faithful exposition of the views of a 


at Charleston on the 


majority of the People of South Carolina, and of a large por- 
tion of the People of Virginia, North Carolina, Georgia, Ala- 
bama, and Mississippi. The crisis which we have, in our jour- 
nal, now for three years foretold, is near at hand, and that re- 
sistance to the usurpations of power by the Federal Govern- 
ment, or secession from the Union, by one or more of the South- 
ern States, will result at no distant day, if the present policy 
be persevered in, we do mast seriously believe. 

Let these proceedings be read in connection with our edi- 
torial correspondence ane the Supplemental Memoriai of the 
Free Trade Convention, drawn up by Chancellor Harper of 
South Carolina, and Professor Dew of Virginia, inserted on 
our first page; and then let the People of the North say 
whether they are prepared for the consequences which must 
inevitably follow from retaining the Tariff as it is, or from 
making it worse, by the adoption of Mr. Clay's proposition. 





Georgia and the Supreme Court.—-The Supreme Court of 
the United States, on Saturday, the 3d instant, in the case of 
the Missionaries, decided against the State of Georgia. The) 
decision was unanimous, with the exception of Justice Bald- | 
win, who, it is said, dissented on account of some informality 


in the reeord. We agree with the sentiments contained in the 


assure this House they greatly mistake the people of Georgia, if they 
‘think they can either drive or frighten them from the stand they have 
taken. No, sir. that decree, the subject of so much delight to political 
_aspirants, will never be executed in Georgia; and, whenever you get 
the Missionaries out of the four walls of the penitentiary, depend upon 
, it Georgia will be nothing buta HOWLING WILDERNESS.” 





Very few of the Speeches in the Senate, on the Tariff, have 
yet been published. Those which have appeared we have up- 
on our files, and will publish as fast as we conveniently can. 
We shall commence Mr. Hill's in our next. 





Pennsylvania and the Tariff.—T he bill to incorporate a com- 
pany for the manufacture of iron by coke, has passed the Se- 
nate of Pennsylvania, and now only requires the signature of 
the Governor to become a law. ‘This legislative measure is of 
much more importance than people, who have not examined 
the subject, can suppose it to possess. It is an official declara- 
tion, of the agricultural interest of the State, that cheap iron 
is preferable to dear iron—and it has broken the iron interest, 
The 
process of coking will greatly reduce the price of iron ; and 
those iron works which cannot have easy access to bituminous 
coal, but must continue to use charcoal, will be broken up quite 
as readily as by a reduction of duty ; and thus will the power 
of the iron monopoly in the State be weakened. Although op- 
posed to the incorporation of companies for the transaction of 


which has governed Pennsylvania, into two fragments. 


business, which properly belongs to individual enterprize, we 
hail this movement as a favorable indication of opinion. It is a 
decided act of hostility, on the part of the Legislature, against 
the iron masters, all of whom, it is understood, without excep- 
tion, were opposed to the passage of the bill. 





The Legislature of Pennsylvania, on the 3rd of February, 
passed a resolution recommending a renewal of the Charter of 
the Bank of the United States. 
Ayes 30—Noes none: in the House of Representatives, Ayes 
7¢—Noes 7. It is expressed as follows : 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives, &c. That the 
Senators from this State, in the Congress of the United States, be in- 
structed, and the Representatives requested, to use their exertions to 
obtain a renewal of the Charter of the Bank of the United States, dur- 
ing the present session of Congress, with such alterations (if any be 
necessary) as may secure the rights of the States. 


The vote in the Senate was, 


An unsuccessful attempt was made, in the Senate, to intro- 
duce the following substitute, which was offered by the Speak- 
er, but lost, only two or three voting for it: 

Whereas, the Charter of the United States Bank will not expire till 
the year 1°36; and, whereas, in re-chaitering an institution so impor- 
tant, the utmost circumspection should be used with regard to its provi- 
sions ; and, whereas, those provisions would not, in the opinion of this 

#gislature, be well adjusted during,a period of high party excitement 
— Therefore, 

Resolved, ‘That, in the opinion of this Legislature, the present session 
is not a propitious period for acting on this question. 

Resolred, ‘That the attempt, by the Bank, to connect this matter with 
party politics, is unwise. and ought to be repudiated. 


Reduction of the Duty on Wines.—The bill now before Con- 
gress, in confirmation of the stipulation contained in the Trea- 
ty with France, lately ratified, provides for the reduction of the 
duty on Wines as follows : 

Red wine, in casks, from 10 cents to 6 cents per gallon. 


White wine, in casks, 15 ss 10 “ ‘6 
All kinds, in bottles, ~ | ee 6 “6 





We understand that several of the manufacturers of wool in 
this vicinity have signified their willingness to have the duty on 
woollen cloths reduced, if wool be admitted duty free. They 
have already been driven to the necessity of cheating the farm- 
ers and spinners out of their share in the American System, by 
importing woollen yarns ready spun, which they can do, as to 
some qualities, cheaper thar they can buy the raw wool. 





The Prospect before us.—-The National Gazette, of the 3rd 





following extract from the United States Telegraph, in relation 


to this subject : 


‘The question is one of the highest magnitude,and is pregnant with | 
the most important consequences. It is impossible not to see that it in- | 
volves the important, the most important, question, that can be present- | 
ed under our complex system—and on the decision of which the cha- | 
racter®f the system itself depends, the relative rights of the States and | 
General Government. To those who have looked with attention to the 
progress of our system for the lasi few years, it must be apparent that) 
the final decision of this great and fundamental question cannot be | 
much longer delayed. The system cannot possibly operate much lon- | 
cer. without a distinct understanding as to the relation between the two | 
great departments of our political imstitutions—the States and the Go- 
vernment—and unless it is explicitly understood where, in the event of 
a conflict, the ultimate power is lodged. This case cannot fail to acce- 
lerate the ultimate decision of this great question.” 


Iu relation to this subject, the following remarks fell from 
J g 

Judge Clayton, of Georgia, in the House of Representatives, 

on Monday the 5th, during a debate upon the reference of a pe- 

tition, offered by Mr. Adams, from a number of citizens of N. 

York, praying Congress to interfere in the ease of the Mission- 

aries : 

Mr. Speaker, I undersiand that this memorial calls upon Congress 
to inquire inte the cause of the imprisonment of the Missionaries, and 
whv th e Cherokee Indians hh the State of Georgia are not protected in 
the possession of their lands. Though it is not my intention to offer 
disrespect to the gentleman who has presented that memorial, yet I am 
at liberty to say, and will say, that the persons who sent it here have no 
right to do so ; and more, they act very impertinently, in doing it. Mr. 
Speaker, | am almost afraid to trust myself on this subject—but, repre- 
senting a free people, | ought to (pw as | know they would speak 
were they personally present ; and I know they would fling detiance in 
your very teeth, on this subject. To have this meworial brought into 
Congress directly after such an indignity offered to Georgia by the de- 
cision of the Sapreme Court, which has gone to that State on the wings 





of the wiad, looks like an attempt to dragoon it imto obedience. [ can 


inst., says: ** Scarcely any hope is now entertained, at Wash- 
ington, of a compromise of the Tariff Question. The Southern 
gentlemen are likely to insist on terms which cannot be con- 
ceded ; they are said to require the total abandonment of the 


Protective Policy. On the other hand, the majority are natu- 
rally tenacious of their opinions and their constitutional pow- 


er.” This word “ constitutional” would bave been well sub- 
stituted by the term “ numerical,” for, if the majority demand- 
ed no more than what they are entitled to under the Constitu- 
tion, the question could easily be settled. 

It may possibly be as the National Gazette suggests ; and, 
should Congress adjourn, leaving the Tariff as it is, accumu- 
lating into the Public Treasury, during the year 1832, custom- 
house bonds, payable in 1833, to an amount of trelve millions 
of dollars beyond the wants of the Government, what a glori- 
ous scramble there will be, at the next Presidential Election, 
for the control of this fund! And truly it will be a fund worth 
fighting for. The partisans of Mr. Clay will proclaim, that, 
if he should be elected, this twelve millious of dollars, and a 
similar annual amount forever thereafter, will go to the making 
of roads and canals. By this process he will secure the interest 
of thousands of jobbers and speculators upon public contracts, 
in his support, and may perhaps be able to buy up whole see- 
tions of country now in favor of Jackson, which happen to be 
in want of a good road at the public expense. Mr. Clay's 
friends will be able tofoffer a positive and substantial remune- 
ration to their followers, in case of bis success. It will not be 
dependent upon contingencies, or upon a vote of Congress, or 
the will of the Executive. It will be an absolutely certain re- 


— - A. 





ward. The money will be in hand; the majority of Congress 
will be in favor of the appropriation ; and the new President 
ready to sign any bill on the subject. 

On the other hand, the friends of Jackson will have no such 
inducements to offer. He cannot sign any bill which appropri- 
ates meney for internal improvements partaking of a Jocal cha- 
racter, and no proposition to distribute the surplus fund among 
the several States would meet with the general approbation, as 
the injustice would be too glaring, of giving to particular dis- 
triets of country the whole benefit of the Tariff, and an equal 
proportion of the benefit of the surplus revenue besides. 


Mr. Clay would evidently be able to offer the best terms ; 
and no man, who has seen the corruption which already ex- 
ists in our Government, can fail to see that there is a vast body 
of votes for sale to the highest bidder. Can it, then, be, that 
the friends-of the Administration, in the two Llouses of Con- 
gress, Will permit the session to close without providing for a 
material reduction of the duties? We think not. It can hard- 
ly be that they will risk their party, by giving Mr. Clay so de- 
cided an advantage as the possession of a purse of twelve mil- 
lions of dollars ; and we therefore think that the Tariff will 
not be suffered to remain as it is. 

But the question occurs, Will it be reduced upon Mr. Clay's 
plau—that is, by abolishing the duties upon articles which, 
through the operations of trade, give employment to our 
agricultural and commercial industry, leaving untouched these 
upon articles which give employment to our manufacturing 
industry alone—or, will it be reduced upon the plan which 
will do equal justice to all the interests of the country, all 
being equally entitled to the favorable consideration of the 
Government ! Upon this point it is not easy to form a deci- 
ded opinion, but we are inclined to the idea that a reduction 
will be made, which will not leave untouched the princi- 
ple of protection. At this conclusion we arrive from noticing 
the many papers, throughout the country, which now advocate 
a revision of the Tariff in reference to all the interests of the 
country, and which have heretofore remained silent—from the 
alarm manifested by some manufacturers in this quarter, who 
are disposed to yield something, for fear of being deprived of 
more—from the open avowal of many individuals to concede 
much, from a spirit of compromise and liberal feelings towards 
the South—from the general conviction, amongst the manufac- 
turers and their political friends, that the warfare against the 
American System will be carried on with renewed exertions— 
and, above all, from the growing fear that the Southern States 
will combine in some common measure of resistance, which 
cannot but be successful, or lead to a civil war. These consi- 
derations are all at this moment powerfully operating ; and, 
when connected with the ordinary calculations of party, they 
cannot fail to develope themselves upon some middle ground. 
At what precise point that middle ground may be assumed, it 
is not possible to foretell ; but, without an entire abandonment 
of the fraud upou the people, called the minimum system, we 
trust that no Free Trade man will listen to an overture. Upon 
that cheat the permanency of the Tariff mainly relies : for its 
advocates know, full well, that, the moment the people can 
perceive that a duty, called, in the law, forty-five per cent. upon 
woollens, and twenty-five per cent. upon cottons, is, in reality, a 
duty of 45 to 225 per cent., and of 25 to 175 per cent., upon 
those articles respectively, they will not tolerate such an im- 
posture. 


Vested Interests.—In a monarchical or aristocratical Govern- 
ment, where the few rule the many, and where the interests of 
the many are sacrificed to promote the interests of the few, 
there may be vested interests, for the protection of which all 
other interests are made subservient. In a popular Govern- 
ment, however, instituted for the equal benefit and pretection 
of all, there can be no special interest, vested in any conceiva- 
ble manner, for the advancement of which all others must be 
sacrificed. The march of intellect which has been exhibited 
with such rapid strides for the last half century, has been no- 
thing but ove perpetual overthrow of vested interests ; which, 
although not so visible, to our bodily senses, as some other 
works of demolition, is not less real: and nature herself. in this 
mighty work, cries out “The vested interesis of the few are 
not to be protected at the cost of the many.” What has be- 
come of the vested interests in distaffs 7? Swept away by the 
spinning-wheels. What has become of the vested interests in 
spinning-wheels ? Destroyed by the inventions of Arkwright— 
and these again by others, following one another in rapid suc- 
cession, down to the most improved machinery in Statist’s fac- 
tory, near Boston, who is as far ahead of some of his fellow- 
manufacturers, in the perfection of his works, according to 
what we have heard, as these again are ahead of the machine- 
ry of five years back. Look, too, at the steamboats. What 
has become of the vested interests in shallops and sloops, that 
formerly plied upon the Chesapeake, the Delaware, the Hud- 
son, and the Sound, for the conveyance of passengers? What 
has become of the vested interests in stages and horses, where 
land travelling has been broken up by water-conveyance ? Look 
at the interests vested in turnpike-roads, swallowed up and 
rendered valueless by canals ; and then cast an eye dato futu- 
rity, and see these canals again all devoured by rail-roads. 
The vested interests in wheel-barrows have been sacrificed by 
carts and wagons. Cast your eyes to the river Schuylkill— 
where are the interests vested in the former water-works—ino 
the basin at the end of Chesnut Street—in the large building 





ian which the water was first raised, at the corner of Schuylkill 
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Froot Street—in the huge tunnel which conveyed the water to 
the Centre Square—and in the marble edifice in which it was 
raised to its proper elevation for distribution ? All swept away 
hy the new works at Fairmount. Where are the interests vested 
in the tens of miles of wooden pipes, which formerly convey- 
ed the water through the city? 
tho present iron pipes. fu fine, look where we will, we see 


Destroyed, to make room for 


every Where a constant succession of improvements. And why 
have these improvements been resorted to, at such a great sa- 
crifice of vested interests ? Because it was more advantage- 
ous for the public that the new improvements should be intro- 
duced, even at the cost of annihilating the existing vested in- 
rerests, than that they should not have been introduced. Itis for 
the same reason, that Pennsylvania, having two stone turnpike- 
roads to Pittsburg, built at a cost, to individuals and the State, 
of at least five millions of dollars, has undertaken a caual which 
It is fur the 
same reason, that a company is now about undertaking a rail- 


will almost entirely render the roads valueless. 


road from Albany to Buffalo, over a tract of country occupied 
by a canal which is capable of transporting to market all the 
produce which is likely to offer for these twenty years to come 
It is for the same reasen, that a man who has nothing but a 
hatchet to chop wood with, buys an axe, which renders his 
hatchet of no use in felling a tree. 

In all these cases where existing interests have been sacrifi- 
ced, the question has been simply this: By these improve- 
ments, will all the annual gains be greater than all the annual 
losses? ‘This is the only possible rule for determiving a matter 
of this sort. And the question is not one whit different, whe- 
ther the object to be obtained be cheap travelling, cheap wa- 
ter, cheap trausportation, cheap clothing, cheap sugar, cheap 
irou. Where a restrictive system exists, Free Trade is precise- 
iy like the invention of some new machiue to cheapen produc- 
Hon. 


It is a great labor-saving machine. Its operation is pre- 


cisely the same as if a machine were invented, by which one | 


man could do the work of two. ‘To reject Free Trade, then, 
on account of its influence on the vested interests of manufac- 
turers, would be precisely the same as if such an improvement 
as we have described were to be rejected, for fear of the inju- 
ry which would be done to the owners of less perfect machine- 
rv. or as if the Philadelphia Councils had rejected the new 
water-works and iron pipes, because their adoption would en- 
rely destroy the value of the old water-works and wooden 
pipes. 

It is, no doubt, unpleasant to see the prosperity of one’s 
neighbors disturbed. When the fashion to wear wigs was aban- 
doned, it was no doubt a painful redection to see the vested in- 
terests of wig-makers, in wig-blocks, Xe., sacrificed ; but who 
would say that people should continue to wear wigs, if they 
did not like it, for the sake of the wig-makers ? In a country 
like this, where the laws are made and unmade at the popular 
will, it is preposterous to talk of vested rights ia a monopoly. 
The only vested rights are the rights of freedom of employ- 
meut and of protection agaiust fraud and violence ; and every 
man who embarks io any particular pursuit, does it at his own 
risk. 


itupoo an artificial system, founded in injustice and wrong, 


Those who choose to hazard their property, by staking 


have no right to complain, if, when these who have been 
wronged resume their rights, they should lose what they chose 
to hazard in a run for luck, as some of the Bostonians call 
their speculations in manufacturing stock. 

—— 

Between Philadelphia and Harrisburg there are two turn- 
pike roads, one which passes through Lancaster, and the other 
through Reading. No doubt the tavern-keepers and the own- 
ers of the turupike-stock on each route think theirs the best, 
the shortest, aod the cheapest, road, and would no doubt tell 
any traveller so, who might consult them. Now, suppose two 
travellers at Philadelphia, desirous of each other's company, 
were about to start for Harrisburg, each one having a prediiec- 
tion for a different route, what would be the most sensible and 
rauional mode for them to pursue, in determining the choice ? 
Would it not be, to disciss the subject calmly and dispassion- 


ately, to examine maps, and to endeavor to persuade each oth- 
er that this or that was the most desirable route ? The object 
of both, it is understood, is, to go to Harrisburg by the best, the 
shortest, and the cheapest road, and neither one can have any 
interest in deceiving the other. If they were sensible men, 
that is the course they would pursue ; and the probability is, 
that they would eventually agree to go together, in harmony, 
upon one or the other route. But, if either of these travellers 
happened to be a fool, he would refuse to reason about the 
matter. He would commence by saying that he knew per- 
lectly well that the route he preferred was the best, the short- 
esl, and the cheapest—would refuse to listen to what the other 
had to say—and would denounce him as a theorist. 

Now, the people who live along upon these two roads, 
may be compared to the persons who are directly interest- 
ed in the existence of the Tariff Policy. They are so blind- 
ed, by self-interest, that they are not impartial judges the 
case; and, if they were not so blinded, most of them would 
probably argue in the same way, for the purpose of putting in- 


to _ pockets as much of the money of travellers as they 
could. 


The people may be compared to the two travellers, as they 
have no interest in the world, except in knowing which is the 
best, the shortest, and the cheapest route ; and yet, strange as 
it may appear, whilst one portion of them listen to all the oth- 
¢r portion bas to say, and endeavor to argue aod reason with 


‘them on the subject, the latter will not listen, but persevere in 





| raging to shipments 
| 14.770 sold 


declaring that they alone can jadge of the most convenient 
This is proved from the fact that the Free Trade pa- 
pers do not hesitate to publish the arguments of their oppo- 
nents, whilst the Tariff papers refuse to do it. 


route. 


We have no 
more hesitation in publishing, in this journal, the most wild 
speculations of our opponents, than Mons. Chaubert has in 
swallowing prussic acid or phosphorus, but we never see an 
opponeut copy oue of our articles, even for the purpose of re- 
futation. The reason, perhaps, may be, that the tariff men 
know they have no antidote, whilst we, on the other band, 
have specifies to counteract al! the poison that could be found 
ia the most deleterious dose of the whole materia medica of the 
tariff school of quack doctors. 


} 





COMMERCIAL RECORD. 


LIVERPOOL MARKETS. 


' 


| ty, upon which they could once look with pleasure and delight, 


where every thing was calm and serene, now deluged in blood ? 
May God, in his merey, avert the omen! May we not hope 
that there is yet a spirit of conciliation—that the clouds will 
soon disperse. and that the sun will again break forth in all its 
splendor, shining more brilliant than ever—that the spirit of 
discord may be buried in oblivion, and that the spirit of amity 
may preside io our councils, in our social relations—that it may 
strengthen with our strength, and grow with our growth—nay, 
that it may pervade the whole nation !? 





Cuester District, (S.C.) Feb. 22d, 1832. 
Dear Sir : In consequence of the notice given to subscribers 
to the Banner, whose files are deficient, | send you the num- 
ers which are wanting in my own. One of them contains the 


-_— 


petition of the Blacksmiths, and is, on that account, more de- 


sirable. The copy I received is in circulation in the country, 


| and converts every man that reads it without prejudice. I have 


been a constant reader of your paper since its first establish- 
ment as the Free Trade Advocate, and firmly believe that it 


| has been productive of more benefit than all the speeches of our 


February 4.—Of Corton the supplies come forward very sparingly, Congress men, and I believe I might add, without the fear of 
nor does there seem the immediate prospect of any important increase. coatradiction, than one half the balauce of the newspapers in 
The state of our market, for several months past, has been very discou- i the country hesides. 


During the present week the import has been very light, 


and amounts to 9.11] bags and bales, with a brisk and lively demand : 





; 
; 





the sales sum up 25,215 paekages, as follows: 


11,260 bags Boweds, Of. ccccccccccccccccceces- D0 & 4d. 
RITE. ©  Qebemtiiricdnccésidadscececccecce DMG. OF 
_. > icithé es othsbelanees 6000-c0cctl 
dole Alabamas,.<.cccccce CESSES CSOs oe. lid a Odd. 
14> Bee IAN, ccc cose cece cccecccces Yéd a lod. 
ae”. BRR icknec c0bceeds suce c6ce cece «da SAd. 
L505 ee ee sev secs 74d i “4d. 
ile Bahia,....<« be 66460 CBRE SO COC peeece Od a 74d 
1,112 PEGrEWROMAG, 666. cdc occcsce cose cees bid a ed. 
De. SRO ddcscceeosececes eee. - 4d a Did 
IS Common West India,.........-...td 
42 * Egy ptian,..cces.ece sede cooede cecess 7da Od. 
L103 DUt.ccosseee 600 Sbe6 occ cous 4 id a 43d. 
2H GilO, coecscececees SOS COOS Cees cocet : rid 
261 IG. | datas odtsde cots obccent bid a 4id. 


There has, throughout the present week, been a very good inquiry, 
both from the trade and on speculation ; with the latter object, about 


>, 000 bales of American, of common quality, have been purchased, at 


5a S$d.; also some parcels of East India, for shipment. With so brisk 
and general a demand, an advance of 4 a 4d. has been established on 
the lower qualities of American, and on all other deseriptions 4d. per 
pound. The market closed yesterday steadily, but with a less urgeut 


demand than the two preceding days. Since the beginning of the year 
our stock is considerably reduced, being at present estimated at only 
122,500, whilst, at the corresponding period Jast year,there remained on 
hand 225,400 bags and bales. 

\ steady business continues to be done in Tobacco; this week's sales 
reach above 100 hhds. at full prices, taken by our own and the Irish 
inanufacturers. 

February 4, (Evening. )——-The demand for Cotton to-day has been 
unusually brisk. The sales have, consequently, been extensive, parti- 
cularly in Brazils, a large lot of which has changed hands. 

LONDON MARKETS. 

February 2.—Americat Stocxs.-Pennsylvania 5 per cents. 1064— 
dividend from Ist August last; Oho 5 per cents, 1°50, 113; Virginia 
6 per cents, 1°44, 1104; Louisiana (Wilson’s) 5 per cents, 1=34-1559- 
1=44-1249-1024 ; Bank Shares, £27 2s. 6d. a £27 10s.—dividends 
from Ist January. 

Burttioxn.—Foreign gold, in bars, £3 17s. 104d. ; New Dollars, 4s. 
98d. ; Silver, in bars, 4s. 1]$d. 

February6.—Cors Excnaxce.-The Wheat trade is, is usual, dread- 
fully dull, and this grain may be quoted ar a decline of 2s. per quarter, 
in consequence of the immense supply which arrived in the course of 
last week, the greater part of which remains unsold. Flour is only no- 
minally 60s. for town made, but this article may be had from 46 to 54s. 


Editorial Correspondence. 


, (South Carolina,) February 27th, 1832. 
Should Mr. Clay’s resolution pass into a law, then my sin- 

cere belief is that the people of this State will resist it by nul- 

lification. We will never submit, you may rely upon it. 








Macon, (Georgia,) February 23d, 1832. 

Although a stranger to you, | cannot omit the present oppor- 
tunity to tender you my best wishes for the final and complete 
success of the great cause iu which you are engaged, believing, 
as | most firmly do, that the principles for which you contend 
are those of Liberty and the Constitution, and that upon their 
ultimate adoption, aod practical application in the administra- 
tion ot the Government, depends the preservation of the Union. 





Kersnaw Disrarict, (38.C.) Feb. 27th, 1832. 

in your laudable effort to restore the 
Government to what we all of the South believe its true basis, 
equality of rights, which is inseparable from equal taxation. | 
can say all of the South, for, though we differ as to the reme- 
dy, we have no difference of opinion as to the injustice and 
oppression of the present ‘Tariff. | am no nullifier, but believe, 
as do most, if not all, of the Union Party, that, sooner or later, 
the Government of the Constitution must be restored, or the 
Tariff resisted. Here, the question is rather one of time and 
expediency, than otherwise, and the discussions amoug us are 
as to the character and effects of Nullification, not the Tariff. 


I wish you all success 





Spartansure District, (S.C.) Feb. 20th, 1832. 

Dear Sir: * * *  Itis useless for me to intreat you to 
redouble your efforts for the salvation of our common country. 
Sir, you have done much : if you can do more, now is the day 
and now is the bour. It is truly a gloomy period. The Union, 
{ am fearful, is tottering to its very centre. There has been a 
storm gathering for some time—the sky is becoming blacker 
and blacker—it has at leogth assumed an awful appearance— 
methinks 1 hear loud peals of distant thunder, accompanied 
with vivid lightning. Is there no redeeming spirit left ?—are 
the present generation to witness the most dreadful calamity 
that has yet visited this great nation !—are the bonds of friead- 
ship, by which they have been so long and so happily united, 
now to be rent asunder ?—are they to see this Union, that of- 
fered, in its dawn, so bright an example to the world, and pro- 
mised to’ itself so proud a destiny, engaged in civil war ?—are 
they to see son arrayed against father, father against son, bro- 
ther against brother ?—are they to see the land of their nativi- 


Last wee k 7.150 pack ives were received, and 
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| 





| 
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| presume such is the case every where else. 





The instances of conversions to the principles of Free Trade, 
by a coustant perusal of its pages, are neither few nor unfre- 
quent, and perhaps the best comment on its utility may be 
found in the fact that no other paper is half so much dreaded 
and abused by the advocates of protection io this vicinity. I 
In the district 
where I reside there are to be found more tarifl-men thao io 
any two other districts of the State, though they have now as- 
suined the title of Unionists. I canuot speak for other parts, 
bat, in my immediate acquaintance, these ‘“* Unionists” are, to 
a man, Tariffites, and were, until lately, friendly to Mr. Adams. 
lor my own part, I profess to belong to the Free Trade and 
State Rights Partv,which has a decided ascendancy in the State. 

You can scarcely form an idea of the intense interest with 
which the people here observe the proceedings of Congress— 


i the hopes and fears with which they are alternately agitated— 


and the disgust end utter scorn with which they view all the 
propositions of Mr. Clay and his friends fer a reduction of the 
duties. His [Mr. Clay's] scheme will never be submitted to 
by our people, and will only tend, if successful, to confirm our 
opposition, and unite, in ove undivided front, the whole State 
—I believe I might say the whole Southern country. Many of 
us have long since lost all confidence in Congress, and now 
look there for relief culy because of the change which has ta- 
ken place in public opinion in some quarters where it was en- 
tirely unlooked for. Should this hope prove delusive, we must 
and will resort to the reserved rights of the States, as the only 
remedy remaining against this most unjust, oppressive, and pal- 
pably unconstitutiona! act. We profess to know nothing of the 
vice distinctions between violations in letter and spirit: all we 
wish to know, is, whether the essential rights of the citizen 
have been infringed, and his liberty encroached on, or not. If 
it has been done, ae matter whether it be a fraud in the name, 
or by direct violation, we give our unqualified opposition. It 
is for principles we contend, and, though caleulations of expe- 
diency or inexpedieney do arise, and must be used, we are of 
opinion that dishonesty can never be expedient, and that any 
law, in violation of the rights of the citizen, under the Consti- 
tution, however plausible in form, and apparently advantage- 
ous in effect, will ultimately tend to overthrow the structure of 
our liberties, and ought, therefore, to be vigorously and ener- 
getically resisted. In physic. insidious attacks are always con- 
sidered most dangerous, and we think the analogy will fully 
apply in polities. History, even in our own country, affords 
lamentable testimeny to its truth. The people here are not 
vain enough to suppose that the opposition to the Tariff would 
have been so strenuous, had not our interests been materially 
affected by it ; but this, instead of showing the badness of our 
cause, only proves that we are like the rest of mankind, most 
susceptible when interest prompts. Of one thing we may proud- 
ly, and not vainly, boast, viz: that, whilst many of our North- 
ern fellow-citizens have been fattening on the system, by means 
of smuggling, we of the South have scorned to relieve our- 
selves of it by means so foul and disgraceful. 

When all opposition seemed done away—when the current 
of Consolidation threatened to overwhelm the whole cuuntry, 
sweeping before it every vestige of Republican liberty—when 
the Tariff was considered the settled policy of the country, and 
the friends of the Constitution every where despaired—then did 
South Carolina stand up for Liberty, and for three vears has 
she maintained an uncompromising struggle, unaided, except 
by a few active friends, scattered thinly over the country— 
amongst whom, you, sir, rank deservedly highest. You have 
our hearty wishes for your continued success. Persevere in the 
great cause of truth, and rest assured that the adage, “* Magna 
est veritas et prevalebit,” will finally be fulfilled. 





Cuiinton, (Georgia,) February 25th, 1832. 

My Dear Sir : The importance of the present crisis has ia- 
duced me to address you these lines. You will please, I hope, 
do me the kindoess tv examine them. Your very valuable pa- 
per is extensively circulated, giving the news and signs of the 
times of each section to every other portion of this vast Con- 
federacy- Your facts and statements are viewed, by our citi- 
zens, as high authority on all subjects to which they relate. 
We are all now, I may say, perfectly united on the Tariff, 
You have assisted, in a very eminent degree, in producing this 
happy result. A grateful people will remember the obligation. 
Your examples so innumerable, your arguments so conclusive, 
and your facts so simple, have completely satisfied the most 
sceptical amoug us of the true American System—F ree Trade, 
no monopoly—F'ree Industry, 10 bounty. This is the motto 
of Georgia, as of one man. Let Clay and his followets take 
care of what they are doing. It may not be prudent further 
to exasperate the lion. I have the utmost confidence in theif 
patriotism. I cannot persuade myself that they are capable of 
premeditating the unhallowed tendency of their course. They 
are honest, no doubt, in their faith, and laudable in their pur- 
poses, and I am liberal enough to look upon them as sincere, 
when they pronounce us deceived. But, can such honest and 
hunorable politicians, such noble and generous patriots, be ap- 
— of the state of feeling in the South, if they choose its 


inded opposition to the Protecting Policy, and yet sport y | 
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trifle with this feeling as they seem disposed to do? If we are! State should sanction measures which owe their origin to the 
mistaken—if we are so spell-bound that we cannot sec the | corrupt policy of Asiatic aod European despotism—a policy 


—— 


truth—yes, 1 will go further: if all the disquietude of the South | 


should have been produced by ambitious and designing dema- 
gogues—would it not more become the part of magnanimity, 
would it not better characterize the spirit of the Constitution, 
for them to yield something to our weakness, than to laugh at 
our folly, and insult-our misfortune? Heretofore, in whatever 
emergency, or under whatever embarrassment, | have relied, 
wi.h entire confidence, upon the wisdom and the patriotism of 
Congress. I have looked, until now, upon that body, whatever 
might be the difficulties or dangers, as possessing a redeeming 
aud saving influence ; but now I begin to despair. | have lost 
ailhope. The latter part of last summer, and during the fall, 
the people of this State, generally, seemed to rejoice in the 
then prospect of having their grievances speedily removed. 
This fond anticipation, alas! has proved to be a mere delusion. 
We thought, and we had reasons to expect, that this Congress 
would so modify the Tariff as to give general, if not universal, 
satisfaction. Mr. Clay’s promises to act as mediator of the 
South, the entire extinction of the Public Debt being near at 
hand, the subject of Internal Improvements having been put 
to rest, at least for a time, by the veto of the President, and 
the great majority of the people appearing to stand opposed 
to the President's plan for disposing of the surplus revenue, all 
conspired to flatter us with the hope, that, at the present Con- 
gress, the ‘Tariff would be reduced to a mere revenue scale— 
that the people would be relieved from fifteen or twenty mil- 
lions of tax—and that, for the future, industry would be left 
vorestrained to the selection of its own pursuits. JIustead of 
this, what do we behold? Why, Mr. Clay, with his resolution, 
proposing to take off the duty on all the articles which the 
North and West consume, in common with the South, and to 
increase it upon those which they manufacture and we are 
obliged to have. The effect of this scheme will be, not only 
to place the whole burden of the Government on the South, 
but also to make the South pay a bounty, not to the North and 
West generally, but to a few overgrown capitalists in those 
sections. This would be legislating with a vengeance. ‘This 
is What we are instructed to call the American System—that 
is, @ system which has the glorious tendency to drain the poc- 
kets of the poor, and to pamper the already toe powerful aris- 
tocracy in the country. Are we, living under a Government of 
equal privileges, a professed democracy, to be called upon to 
support such a system as this? If we should, perchance, in 
an unwary moment, utter the language of complaint, are we 
to be insulted with the charge of treason aud rebellion? Yes, 
all this, and mere too. When we claim the right to regulate 
our own private concerns, we are suarlingly told that we are 
incompetent to the task, and that the guardians of the “ gene- 
ral welfare” will watch over and attend to that matter. When 
we protest against the oppression and cruelty of the Restrictive 
Policy, we hear that we are under a delusion, and, consequent- 
ly, Know not what is for our interest. When we demonstrate 
the Tariff te be in violation of the spirit, if not the letter, of 
the Constitution, we are informed that we are nullifiers, and 
merely wish a pretext for dividing the Union—that, although 
we are iosulted again and again, and have to bear the whole 
burdea of the Government, we must not jeopardize that Union 
—that we should, in order to avoid interruption, and preserve 
stability in the policy of the Government, pay a bounty, to our 
task-masters, of the third or half of the remainder of our sub- 
stance. We are very feelingly told, indeed, that the Union is 
of incalculable advantage—that it is by this alone we can 
calculate on remaining independent and prosperous—and that, 
without, we should immediately be under the control of a fo- 
reign despot, and eternally engaged in some strife or conten- 
toa among ourselves. Yet, these self-same patriots, these self- 
denying patriots, these patriots who are ready at all times to 
immolate themselves upon the altar of the publie good, while 
they are urging upon us the importance of the Union, and its 
preservation at all sacrifices, are also telling us, that, unless 
they can be permitted to share the whole benefit, aud enjoy all 
the privileges of the Government, they feel indifferent as to its 


fate, even if it is visited by war, pestilence, and famine. It is 
with the deepest regret that ] make these remarks. I am tra- 


ly sorry that there is any, the least, ground for them. But this 
is 20 time to disguise the fact—no time to ery out, “ Peace, 
peace, all is well, there is no danger.” 1 feel too deep an in- 
terest, too great a solicitude, for our once happy, but now dis- 
tracted country, to keep concealed from our Northern and 
Westero brethren the true and extraordinary state of feeling in 
the South ; so that, if they rashly aggravate this feeling, they 
may, without excuse, bear the blame. I am a mere novice in 
politics. I am no prophet, or the son of a prophet, yet I will 
hazard this much: Just as sure as these States are now united 
—yes, just as sure as * * * * *—if Mr. Clay’s plan is 
adqpted, as the settled policy of the Government, the South 
will feel itself called upon to take a stand not witnessed 
before iv the history of this country—yea, the days of this 
Confederacy will +e numbered. Do not think me mad, 
but sober. Do not look upon me as expressing merely 
the foolish apprebeusions of one, but the honest convictions of 
thousands. I would lament, to see such an event, as much as 
any man on earth. lam, have been, and expect ever to be, 
the most devoted friend of the Federal Union as established by 
our ancestors. I hope never to see it dissolved. Let me first 
be shut up in the house of silence! But, may there never be a 
cause for such an effect, is my most fervent and constant pray- 
er to Him who rules the destinies both of men and nations. 
Your most obedient servant, &ec. 





Cuarteston, (S.C.) February 27th, 1832. 

My Dear Sir: 1 hasten to give you the intelligence that 
the spirit which has so long existed in South Carolina, io 
opposition to the Tariff, is daily acquiring strength, and I trust 
that there will shortly be but one opinion on the subject of our 
grievances, and of the vecessity of fearlessly resisting the usur- 
pations of the Federal Government. What surprises me, is, 
that so many disinterested, amiable, and intelligent men, should 
be found. in the Northern States, advocating a system of com- 
mercial restriction, and building their faith on the speculative 
opinicas of visionary experimentalists, or siding with menu 
whoSe eager desire to acquire wealth induces them to sacrifice 
the best feelings of their nature, and disregard the moral pre- 
cepts of the Christian Religion. It is much to be lamented, 
that the worthy and independent ycomanry of your beautiful 
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which can only be compared to the pestilential blast of the Sy- 
rian Sirocco, that withers the fairest fruits of the earth—a po- 
licv at variance with the laws of God and nature. “Have the 
honest and industrious German farmers so soon forgot the good 
old German maxim of * Die Handeischaft ist des reichthams 
mutter ?”—[{Trade is the mother of Wealth|—and do they not 
know that, as long as they are tributary to the present Tariff 
Law, they will be at the mercy of the manufacturers—their 
lands and produce must depreciate, and their wealth will, of 
course, be greatly diminished, with the extinction of foreign 
trade? Should the Tariff be persevered in, and the protect- 
ing duties on all the useful and necessary articles be retained 
and submitted to by the North, then I solemnly aver that the 
Union cannot last. At the South, we will no longer submit to 
be oppressed. Sir, the crisis has arrived, when Congress must 
not be deaf to our remonstrances. We are inspired with con- 
fidence, by confiding in a righteous cause. We shall trust to 
our own energies, in hopes of more prosperous days. 

We are daily becoming more and more united at the South. 
We cling to the Constitution as to the ark of our political sal- 
vation. Our motto is, “* Semper paratus et semper fidelis.”— 
Rather than wear the accursed tariff-yoke much longer,we will 





resist. Believe me, sir, this is no empty gasconade. For my 
own part, so sacred do } consider the cause of Free Trade, that 
Jam willing to go with my friends in good or evil fortune ; 
come what may, I will never abandon them ; our honor is 
pledged ; we must not retreat—that would be a dastard’s part. 
I cannot yet persuade myself that there are men so silly, so 
wicked, and so heartless, as to sacrifice the peace of the Union, 
and, by persisting in error, drive the people of the South to 
desperation ; but, when the trial comes, we will meet it like 
men should do when opposed to tyranny and injustice—and 
we will not disgrace our ancestors. ‘The smiles of our patriot 
Fair, with more than Spartan virtue and Spartau heroism, will 
bless our efforts ; the spirits of our departed patriots of the Re- 
volution will consecrate our Free Trade Banner, and Jead us 
on to triumph. 

I will now close this brief communication by assuring you 
that there can be no stronger proof of the ardent and sincere 
feeling of the people of this State, in favor of Free Trade, than 
what has been manifested by their representatives, in the Con- 
vention which closed on Saturday the 25th. The Chief Ma- 
gistrate of South Carolina presided, with all that dignity and 
urbanity so characteristic of a refined gentleman. It was to 
me a triumph of feeling J did not expect to enjoy, to have an 
opportunity of beholding so numerous and highly distinguish- 
ed a body of Delegates, from all parts of the State—from the 
mountains to the seaboard. Our upper country is full of chi- 
valry and talent. Col. Preston spoke with all the dignity aud 
eloquence of a Cicero: his language is classical—his manner 
is elegant and impressive—his oratory is of the highest order— 
and, when he became animated, he enraptured the feelings of 
his auditors ; as much so as 1 can possibly conceive Patrick 
Henry must have done in his best days. The author of the 
Crisis expressed himself with al! the impassioned feelings of a 
Brutus: he was extremely eloguent—his words are suited to 
bis action, forcible aud interesting—his style of speaking cor- 
rect, and his elocution purely classical. 1 refer you to the Mer- 
cury, and ree Trade Evening Post, for a particular account 
of the proceedings of this Couvention. I do not mean to flat- 
ter when I assert that 1 never remember to have seen, in any 
part of Europe or the United States, a more respectable as- 
semblage of citizens ; the most perfect decorum was observed ; 
the number of persons collected was computed at three thou- 
sand ; nearly one-half were ladies. The three venerable pa- 
triots of the Revolution, Sumter, [lamilton, and Simons, were 
prevented from attending, by indisposition and their great age. 
These brave and virtuous men, in whose hearts the spirit of 
the year °76 is deeply implanted, (I thank God,) are spared, by 
a wise and merciful Providence, to animate the sons of Caro- 
lina to the resistance of tyranny. Did you ever know a Revo- 
lutionary patriot who was uot an enemy to oppression, and an 
advocate of Free Trade? The same may be said of the most 
enlightened statesmen and the greatest moral writers of the 
age. l am yours truly, 

HERMANN. 
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FOR THE BANNER OF THE CONSTITUTION. 





RIGHTFUL REMEDIES FOR THE REDRESS 
OF GRIEVANCES—No. 1. 

Let us inquire, Is there no remedy for the abuse of delegated 
powers, and for the assumption or usurpation of powers not de- 
legated under the Constitution of the United States? Is there 
no self-correcting principle to be found in the Constitution ? 
Or are passive obedience and uon-resistance solemn duties, 
constitutionally established ? A graver question can hardly be 
presented for discussion. But its importance demands a full 
and free discussion. And, upon the correctness of the prinei- 
ples established, in our humble opinion, depends the perma- 
nence of our Union and the liberties of these States. 

Mr. Edward Livingston justly observed, on this subject, in 


the Senate of the United States, in the debate on Mr. Foct's 
resolution : 


“IT now approach a graver subject—one, on the true understanding 
of which, the Union, and, of course, the happiness, of our country de- 
pends. ‘The question presented is that of the true sense of that Con- 
stitution which it is made our first duty to preserve in its purity. Its 
true construction is put to doubt—not on a question of power between 
its several departments, but on the very basis upon which the whole 
rests ; and which, if erroneously decided, wust topple down the fabric 
raised with so much pride, framed with so much wisdom, established 
with so much persevering labor, and for more than forty years the shel- 
ter and protection of our liberties, the proud monument of the patriot- 
ism and talents of those who devised it, and which we fondly hoped 


would remain to after ages as a model for the imitation of every nation 
that wished to be free.” 


This all-absorbing subject, however, has iately been so fully 
and freely discussed, that any further discussion may appear 
supererogation. But we apprehend not. We regard it not only 
the right, but the duty, of every citizen, to submit his senti- 
ments, respectfully, to his fellow-citizens,upon every subject 
in which his country is so deeply concerned. And, should we 
not be able, at this late periud of the discussion, to offer any 
new argument, our labors may yet not be altogether in vain. 


Napoleon Bonaparte jnveated ne new weapons of warfare. | 


— 
All his triumphant victories were achieved by the more effective 
employment of those already in use. In like manner, we shall 
employ our arguments in such manner as we judge most effec- 
tive to produce a conviction of :he correctness of the positions 
we assume. At least, we shall offer such arguments as were 
sufficient to produce conviction in our own minds ; and, in the 
arguments that we shall submit, we shall treat the subject can- 
didly and honestly. We ask not for office or honor ; we have 
no object beyoud the interest and the glory of our couutry, and 
the development of truth. 

Having premised these remarks, we shall proceed to answer 
the questions we have proposed. ‘To these questions, then, we 
answer, ‘There are remedies for the abuse of delegated powers, 
and for the usurpation of powers not delegated. 

We will proceed to the examioation of these remedies, and, 
in doing so, we will— 

First. Proceed to examine who are the proper parties to that 
compact called the Constitution of the United States ; and, 
Secondly. What are the several remedies those parties may 
rightfully employ. 

1. We lay down the broad proposition that the States are 
the parties, and the only parties, to the Constitution of the U. 
States. We are aware tnat this question has been discussed in 
the Supreme Court of the United States, in MeCulloch vs. the 
State of Maryland, and that the decision of that Court was 
adverse to our position ; but, as this was a case of political 
sovereignty, we contend that this opinion was altogether 
extra-judicial and coram non judice, and that the ques- 
tion remains yet a fair subject of discussion. We are also 
aware that, during the very able debate in the Senate of 
the United States, on Mr. Foot's resolution, in 1830, Mr. Web- 
ster, in a very ingevious and able speech, contended for the 
doctrine of the Supreme Court in McCulloch vs. the State of 
Maryland. The same opiniou has also been advocated by Mr. 
John Q. Adams and other statesmen. And it is but justice to 
accord to Mr. Webster the credit of having supported his posi- 
tions, in that debate, with his accustomed ability. His speech 
upon this subject exhibits the ingenuity of the lawyer, the sub- 
llety of the sophist, the brillianey of expression and eloquence 
of the orator, and the acuteness of the politician. And, al- 
though we do not doubt the sincerity of his patriotism, we do 
sometimes doubt the sincerity of his arguments. 

But, the position assumed by the Supreme Court, in the case 
of McCulloch vs. the State of Maryland, and supported by Mr. 
Webster in the debate alluded to, that the l'ederal Constitution 
is entirely popular, and not created by compact, although a fave- 
rite theory of the Federal Party and the friends of Consolida- 
tion, is altogether founded in fallacy, and, in our humble opi- 
niou, untenable. 

That the Constitution of the United States is a compact be- 
tween the States, in their sovereign capacity, has been the 
opinion of many of our most enlightened patriots, statesmen, 
and jurists, from the first organization of the Government of 
this Union. It has always been regarded as a fundamental 
principle of our Government by the Republican Party of our 
country, aud essential to its liberties. This principle of our 
Government was declared by Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Madison, 
in the Kentucky aud Virgiaia Resolutions of 1798, drawn by 
those gifted statesmen, and adopted by the Legislatures of those 
respective States. ‘The same principle has also since been 
adopted by the Legislatures of other States—particularly So. 
Carolina. And, in the debate on Mr. Foot’s resolution, Mr. 
Webster's argument, able as it was, was triumphantly answer- 
ed and refuted by General Hayne, in whom we admire the en- 
lightened statesman, the sincere patriot, the eloquent orator, 
the liberal Republican, and the high-minded gentleman. The 
same principle was also supported, with great ability, by Mr. 
Rowan, of Kentucky, and by Mr. Benton, Mr. Grundy, Mr. 
Woodbury, and other geatlemen, in that debate. 

Mr. Rowan even contended, with great force of argument, 
that sovereignty cannot be divided ; that, although the States 
of the Union have committed certain powers to the Federal 
Government, as a common agency, to be exercised in trust for 
them, yet they have delegated none of their sovereignty; they 
have committed their sovereignty to neither the State Govern- 
ment nor the Federal Government—but all the powers either 
of them possess are to be exercised in trust for them. 

Mr. Livingston, also, if we rightly understand his argument, 
supported the position that the Constitution of the U. States 
was a compact between free, sovereign, and independent States 
—although he differed from the last mentioned gentleman in 
some other parts of his argument; which points of difference 
we may hereafter have occasivn to examine. 

Since the above discussion took place in the Senate of the 
United States, other distinguished statesmen aud jurists of our 
country have written upon this subject, whose arguments we 
may hereafter notice. 

This subject has lately been placed on the most incontrovert- 
ible grounds, by John C. Calhoun, Vice-President of the U. 
States. 

We regard this question as one of the highest importance ia 
the Constitutional Law of this country. Upon the establish- 
ment of correct principles upon this subject, depends the per- 
mauence of this Government and the liberties of this country. 
We shall, therefore, proceed, in our next number, to examine 
the subject more in detail. 
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